
The potential renewal for Prop 123 is a lead legislative issue this session, according to Arizona Capitol
Times. Though schools will not lose money as budget projections already outfit the general fund to cover
dollars currently coming from the state land trust fund, a reimagination of the funding source offers the
opportunity to increase teacher pay or otherwise supplement education. 

In both the House and Senate Education Committees, discussions are around renewing Prop 123. The
House is focused on increasing teacher pay, but as in the past, with teacher performance benchmarks tied
to salary increase and required annual reports on spending. Teacher pay and getting money into the
classroom are primary to the Senate Education Committee’s Prop 123 considerations. They also want to
“fine tune” school choice programs.

Heritage Middle School (Chino Valley USD)  7th grader
Rebecca Caulkins emerged as champion during the 79th
Annual Yavapai County Spelling Bee, Saturday, February
1st, in the auditorium at Prescott Mile High Middle
School.  She will join 15 of the top State winners at
national competition in Washington, D.C. in the spring.

February 2025 www.YavapaiCo.ESA.gov 

The official website for the Yavapai County Education Service Agency (YCESA) is now
www.yavapaicoesa.gov. This new domain replaces the former one which will  not be active as of June 2025. 

For further inquiries or assistance navigating the new website, please contact Jenn Nelson, Executive
Assistant to Yavapai County School Supt. Steve King at 928-442-5138 or jenn.nelson@yavapaiaz.gov. 

Listen   •   Innovate   •   Serve 

2025 Calendar

  Feb 20 (Mingus)   Mar 2 (VACTE)     
Apr 17 (Yavapai College) 

Verde Valley Superintendents    
10:00 am (unless shown)

Quad City Administrators  
1:30 pm @ YCESA Training Rm

Feb 19     Mar 26    
Apr 16   May 21 (luncheon) 

Teacher Pay A Priority In 
Prop 123 Renewal Discussions

Reminder:  YCESA has a new website domain

News

2025 GLADYS GARDNER
SCHOLARSHIP

application deadline is
March 3rd!

 GiFTS is offering $2,500 minimum
scholarships for prospective and

displaced teachers

Applications are accessible
through the GiFTS website
yavapaicoesa.gov/gardner-

teacher-scholarship  

   

Outstanding spellers finishing  in second, third and fourth places are
respectively:  Rosalie Metzner (6th grade, Clarkdale-Jerome School),
Talon Wolf (7th grade, Beaver Creek School), and  Samantha Sar (7th
grade, Prescott Mile High Middle School).

Winners received engraved plaques and checks totaling $750 that
ranged from $300 to $100, based on finishing place in the bee. All
students received medals for competing. Congratulations to all!

Twenty spellers had qualified earlier for the county competition by
winning their local school-based bees. The county bee is effectively a
“Tournament of Champions,” with students coming from school
districts, charter schools, private schools, and from the home school
community.

The Prescott Sunrise Lions Club provided significant financial support
for the Yavapai County Spelling Bee. They have a long history of
supporting educational events in the local communities they serve.
They live their motto of “We Serve” every single day.

The YCESA sponsored the County Spelling Bee in conjunction with
Scripps National Spelling Bee and our community sponsor. The
Yavapai County Spelling Bee is the oldest in Arizona.

http://www.yavapaico.esa.gov/
http://www.yavapaicoesa.gov/
mailto:jenn.nelson@yavapaiaz.gov
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/gardner-teacher-scholarship/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/gardner-teacher-scholarship/


Yavapai County School Supt. Steve King has
announced a NON-PARTISAN vacancy on the
Seligman USD Governing Board, to fill a resignation.

In order to be eligible to hold this seat a person
must: be a registered voter within the school
district, be a US citizen, be at least 18 years of age,
possess their civil rights, have continually resided
within the school district for at least one year
immediately preceding taking office, and they or
their spouse may not be employed by the district
or working for the district on a third party contract.

To apply, send a letter of interest and a resume to
Jenn Nelson, Yavapai County Education Elections
Coordinator, YCESA, 2970 Centerpointe East,
Prescott, AZ 86301, or to
Jenn.Nelson@yavapaiaz.gov.  

Please include information about yourself,
education, family, and work experience, and why
you would like to be a board member, your
residence and mailing addresses, and home/work
phone numbers. Candidates may include letters of
recommendation or support if they wish.

Supt. King will accept letters of interest and
resumes until 5 pm on February 28, 2025.
Interviews will be scheduled in Seligman on March
4, 2025. The appointment should be made on
February 5, 2025. The appointed candidate will
serve through December 31, 2026. If you have any
questions, please call Jenn Nelson at 928-442-5138.

Board  Seat Open in Seligman USD
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Chuck Essigs, director of govern-
ment relations for the Arizona 
Association of School Business 
Officials (AASBO), has been the 
go-to guy on school finance for 
lawmakers, lobbyists, districts, and 
reporters alike for more than two 
decades. He continues to provide answers to
difficult school finance questions. 

An interview with the Capitol Times reveals that
he began in special education at the Arizona
Department of Education, worked with the
Legislature on SPED funding, and then became
the ADE director of school finance. He then
joined Mesa School District as assistant super-
intendent of business services for more than 20
years. Since 2002, Essigs has been with AASBO. 

Essigs knows that school finance is a major issue
since a school finance program must work with
mandates and the district goals. He emphasizes
funding for schools is formula-driven, and
districts must operate within that in formula
funding. It’s always a give and take. The Legis-
lature is very important since about all the
formulas, except federal ones, are put in place by
that body. It takes legislative action to change
these formulas. Therefore, he works directly with
legislators to reach funding agreements.
 
Essigs feels teacher salaries are of primary
importance in the current budgeting process. He
likes being able to answer questions for both
districts and legislators.

Just Who Is Dr. Chuck Essigs?? 

ETA CHAPTER DELTA KAPPA GAMMA
Invites you to:  APPLY FOR UP TO A $1,000 GRANT-IN-AID AWARD

If you are a woman in college, a Yavapai County resident and
currently pursuing a career in education,

you may apply.
Granted by: ETA Chapter Delta Kappa Gamma Key Women

Educators, Honor Society for Women Educators
The preferred candidate will have already been accepted into a
college of education and/or currently enrolled in education classes.

.

To apply, please submit the following documents:
1. Your resume listing job experience and volunteer experience in
education and in other areas.
2. A brief history of your interest in education and the goals you
hope to attain as a
teacher. Include your areas of special interest.
3. A statement concerning your financial need.
4. A copy of your college transcripts.
5. Two letters of recommendation sent directly to Committee
Chairwoman, Kris Foster.

.
Please send your application documents to Kris Foster, 25 Woodside Drive, Prescott, AZ 86305 or electronically
to Kris Foster at rkfstr77@gmail.com

Please note that a confirmation of receipt of your application will be sent.  APPLICATION MUST BE SUBMITTED
BY 

SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 2025. 

Notification will be in early May. Upon selection and certification of current enrollment a check will be sent
directly to your college or university financial aid department in your name.

mailto:Jenn.Nelson@yavapaiaz.gov
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The Verde Valley STREAM Council is thrilled to announce the return of the annual Verde Valley SciTech
Festival! This exciting community event, aimed at inspiring the next generation of STEM enthusiasts and
leaders, will feature 62 free events spread across the Verde Valley throughout the month of February.
Families are invited to join the celebration and discover the diverse opportunities in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM). With a mission to encourage local engagement and collaboration in
STEM education, the festival is designed to provide high-quality, free-of-cost educational experiences for
children and families. By working together with a variety of community organizations, the festival highlights
the incredible STEM resources available right here in the Verde Valley. 

Join Us! Don’t miss this incredible opportunity to explore the fascinating world of STEM! With events
happening throughout the Verde Valley, there’s something for kids of all ages.  Contact Laurie Altringer for
more information at laurie@sciencevortex.org. 

SciTech Festival in February

Paul Tighe, executive director of the Arizona School
Administrators (ASA), recently offered an opinion to
the Capitol Times on schools needing more funding
and not placing blame on administrators.

In a nutshell: As Arizona lawmakers deliberate on re-
newing Proposition 123, the conversation has centered
on increasing K-12 funding. Arizona ranks 49th in the
nation in per-pupil funding and it’s time to ensure our
schools have the resources they need.

Renewing and strengthening Prop 123 is essential to
delivering these resources without raising taxes. 
Though the House and Senate Education Committees
recognize the need to raise teacher salaries, they should
also address bus drivers, paraprofessionals, counselors,
and support staff. Operational expenses, health insur-
ance, and rising minimum wages have outpaced growth.
It’s necessary for them to also understand the
importance of administration. 

It is time to prioritize sustainable education funding that
supports every aspect of our schools. Prop 123 is not just
a policy renewal — it is a commitment to Arizona’s future.
We must invest wisely and reject misleading narratives
that undermine progress. Our students, educators, and
communities deserve nothing less.

An Opinion ...

mailto:laurie@sciencevortex.org
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The Yavapai County Broadband Initiative (YCBI) now has six contracted projects with 
three different contractors currently under construction,  in addition to one project 
that has been completed. These projects are being partially funded through the 
county’s share of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) money. Corey Christians, the 
Director/County Library for the Yavapai County Free Library District, has taken over 
as Projects Manager from retired County School Supt. Tim Carter. 

The companies and projects include:
•   Cox Communications in Congress, providing 1,262 passings, and funded through about $2.1 million in
ARPA money, and a total vendor amount of $3.8 million.
•   Cox Communications in Black Canyon City, providing 1,661 passings, and funded with $1.7 million in ARPA
money, and a total vendor amount of $3 million.
•   Sparklight in Verde Village, providing 4,411 passings, and funded through $5 million in ARPA money and a
total vendor amount of $10.7 million.
•   WeCom in Cordes Junction and Spring Valley, providing 2,180 new passings, with ARPA funding of $2.6
million and a vendor amount of $6.1 million.
•   WeCom in Paulden, providing 1,400 new passings, with an ARPA amount of $2.2 million, and total vendor
amount of $2.7 million.
•   WeCom in Rimrock and Beaver Creek, providing 2,372 new passings, with an ARPA amount of $1.7 million,
and a total vendor amount of $3.9 million.
•   WeCom in White Horse Ranch, providing 508 new passings, with an ARPA amount of $1.6 million, and a
total vendor amount of $1.1 million.

Under the ARPA guidelines, the funding was required to be under contract by the end of 2024, and the
projects must be completed by the end of 2026

County Broadband Initiative Update

America’s children have continued to lose ground
on reading skills in the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic and have made little improvement in
math, according to the latest results of an exam
known as the Nation’s Report Card. The National
Assessment of Educational Progress is considered
one of the best gauges of the academic progress of
the U.S. school system. The most recent exam was
administered in early 2024 in every state, testing
fourth- and eighth-grade students on math and
reading.

The findings show another challenge for U.S.
schools already dealing with pandemic school
closures to a youth mental health crisis and high
rates of chronic absenteeism. The national exam
results also show growing inequality: While the
highest-performing students have started to re-
gain lost ground, lower-performing students are
falling further behind.

Especially alarming to officials was the divide
between higher- and lower-performing students,
which has grown wider than ever. Students with
the highest scores outperformed their peers from
two years ago, making up some ground lost during
the pandemic. But the lowest performers are
scoring even lower, falling further behind.

The report Nation’s Report Card is worth checking
out.

National Exam Shows Students 
Still Struggling After Pandemic

Grants, competitions,
awards, and more!
Large, multi-year

projects for districts or
smaller enhancements
for classrooms ...we’ll
share what we find in
grant opportunities. 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

The latest additions are highlighted in
yellow on the website. Here are just

some NEW opportunities 

National Endowment for the Arts
Grants for Arts Projects
$10k          Apr 24, 2025
Support for projects that extend the reach of the arts
to underserved groups/communities. The term
“underserved,” as defined by the NEA’s legislation
and agency policy, refers to those whose
opportunities to experience the arts are limited
relative to geography, ethnicity, economic status, or
disability.

SRP          Classroom Grants
Up to $5,000 per school          Feb 28, 2025
To help develop projects and programs geared
toward state-mandated competencies; funds can be
used to support innovative teaching strategies that
improve student performance in math and science.

Find more opportunities at 
YCESA Grants

https://apnews.com/article/science-health-government-and-politics-covid-education-39e01a570b560c685b5340078c8dcdee
https://apnews.com/article/reading-third-grade-phonics-bd9a14dd348d88c2b11e2dce38829a8e
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
https://apnews.com/article/online-school-covid-learning-loss-7c162ec1b4ce4d5219d5210aaac8f1ae'
https://apnews.com/article/online-school-covid-learning-loss-7c162ec1b4ce4d5219d5210aaac8f1ae'
https://apnews.com/article/mental-health-crisis-schools-768fed6a4e71d694ec0694c627d8fdca
https://projects.apnews.com/features/2023/missing-children/index.html
https://projects.apnews.com/features/2023/missing-children/index.html
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/


The Countywide Administrators’ Meeting drew a great group of educators and supporters to Humboldt USD’s
Transportation Room last week! Superintendents, other administrators and special programs leaders, and
governing board members—40-50 in all—convened to hear some exciting programs and opportunities focused on
kids, to network, and to just catch up with friends and colleagues.

The presenters created a lot of interest and enthusiasm for their programs, both classroom and after-school
focused. We heard from the following (links are to their presentations):

Yavapai County Accommodation School
Wheel Fun (after-school bicycles)
AI Teaching and Learning
Tracking Students’ Life Outcomes from Helios
Read Better Be Better
VACTE Teacher Training Program CTED
Yavapai County Health Department on Healthy Schools
REACH (diversion program for vaping/smoking)
First Things First
ALATEEN
Yavapai County Library 

The afternoon breakout sessions included the Science of Reading/Structured Literacy, RASC meeting, and a
school emergency operation plan tabletop exercise.

Thank you to all these presenters and many thanks to all of you who took the time out of your busy schedules to
attend. A special thank you to HUSD staff and Supt.  Dr. Griffin for hosting.

PLEASE!!
Fill out the county literacy needs survey linked below even if you did not attend

Yavapai County Literacy Needs Assessment Survey
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Countywide Administrators’
Meeting Re-cap

https://yavapaicoesa.gov/countywide-registration/
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1jfvyIs4VgCawFCu75_AdX75Pyb-ANKocqDXNdMSprao/edit

