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School DEI Attestation
Necessary?

State Superintendent of Public Education Tom Horne
signed an attestation that says Arizona will not have
anything to do with diversity, equity, or inclusion
programs (DEI). The Department of Education (ADOE) sent
forms to Arizona districts and charters to certify each is in
compliance with their antidiscrimination obligations in
order to continue receiving federal financial assistance.

ADOE reported they had received 551 attestation forms
out of 658 districts and charters in the state as of 2 pm
April 24, 2025. A list of those districts and charters that
have and have not complied with the requirements can be
found at Compliance with Federal Civil Rights.

Save Our Schools Arizona, the non-partisan, community-
based organization fighting for strong public schools in
Arizona, reports that the DEI compliance is now moot.
President Trump’s plan to withhold federal funding from
any schools engaging in DEI (which has not been
specifically defined) was ruled against by three federal
judges.

The judges’ opinions included such administrative policy
was “textbook viewpoint discrimination” and likely a
violation of free speech and that there was no delineation
between a lawful DEI practice and an unlawful one. The
administration will likely appeal this decision.

We’ll have to wait and see.
Source: AZ Dept. of Education;
Save Our Schools AZ

Cell Phone Use in Schools to
be Regulated

Governor Katie Hobbs signed HB 2428 into law
on April 14th, which will regulate the presence
of cell phones in public schools.

Under HB 2484, which was passed with bipart-
isan support, each school district governing
board prescribes and enforces policies and
procedures that “govern student access to the
internet as provided by the school,” as well as
“limit the use of wireless communications
devices by students during the school day.”

Most Yavapai County school districts were
already ahead of the curve in regard to limiting
student use of smartphones and social media
while school is in session. Emergencies,
medical conditions, and teacher-directed
academic use are considered exceptions to the
new rule. HB 2484 allows exceptions for school
districts or charters not to adopt new policies
if their existing policies meet the new
requirements.

After policies are written, the bill states, the
school district must then notify parents of the
adopted policies and inform parents of their
ability to prohibit students from using personal
technology at school.

Source: The Daily Courier;
Verde Independent

development. For more information and registration

IGNITE ® ENGAGE ¢ ACHIEVE

The 2025 Teachers Institute and Leading Change Conference is set for June 3-5 in Glendale. This State
Department of Education-sponsored event is a great opportunity for professional growth and

CLICK HERE

Source: AZ Dept. of Education
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Quad City Administrators
1:30 pm @ YCESA Training Rm
May 21 (luncheon)

Reminder: The new YCESA website domain is www.yavapaicoesa.gov.


http://www.yavapaico.esa.gov/
http://www.yavapaicoesa.gov/
https://www.azed.gov/grants-management/federal-dei-certification?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExSlpaNmY3NG52TGFsUXgxOQEeAyQFwCoT2uXAVAURJgWtRKryL8pn3YtaAr9g58yqat_9NdcJFnu6xKcBTbo_aem_99422xS2XsannGq2teNCvA
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"0\*“__\ Tracking Education Bills

K
} _ The non-partisan legislative watch dog Save Our Schools AZ is tracking
education bil §and reports the following vetoes by Gov. Hobbs:

VETOED SB1164, forcing public schools in Arizona to open their doors to ICE agents;

VETOED SB1441, making school board elections partisan;

VETOED SB1584, banning public schools from implementing hiring policies based on factors other than
"merit" as part of the MAGA attack on diversity, equity and inclusion;

VETOED HB2062, removing any reference to gender in Arizona law and replacing it with a narrow, inflexible
and unscientific definition of biological sex;

VETOED HB2375, requiring school districts to begin special education evaluations within 15 days of written
request, burdening schools that are already overwhelmed with the volume of expensive requests and
hurting students with existing IEP and 504 plans;

VETOED HB2640, incentivizing local public schools to sell their campuses to private schools, accelerating
school privatization and hurting neighborhood schools; and

VETOED HB2920, requiring county treasurers to include school district property tax rates on bills and
statements without proper explanation or context of the costs that fall to counties and localities when the

legislature fails to adequately fund public schools
Source: Save Our Schools AZ

Board Member for Mingus
Union Selected

- - Yavapai County Supt. Steve King has announced

Will David as the newest member of the Mingus

Are you a certified teacher that needs to Union High School District Governing Board. David

complete the nhew L,feracy Endorsement takes the seat of Misty Cox, then Board President,
, Requirement? who resigned without giving a reason.

avapai College is of fering ¢+ Mr. David is a retired U.S. Army veteran with 40
years of leadership and extensive military teaching

= L - experience. He has been an associate professor at
EDU au% 12.3 Science of the National War College in Washington, D.C., and a
ea mg past deputy director of the Secretary of Defense’s

Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance

eEDU 2L73: Readmg Instruction| TaskForce at the U.S. Department of Defense,

ahd In'l'ervenhon Pentagon. He is currently an adjunct professor at

*These COurses fulflll the Part | and part 2 requirements George Mason University remotely teaching a

for ADE's K-5 Literacy Endorsement graduate class in terrorism.
Cosuﬁ,eeseg;e: David has been a resident of Cottonwood since
*Fully Online 2023. He enjoys hiking with his wife and dogs and
*textbook free exploring “the Valley’s many wonderful offerings.”

*reduced tuition for teachers!
This appointment comes after a comprehensive
interview process including board members,

Then email Leah. sussmaneyc, .edu with your district staff, and citizens. Supt. King thanks the
¢schoonlstrlcf to apply the V> price turl‘lon nine candidates who applied for the seat.

Apply for admissions and register at www.yc.edu

waiver
Questions? ava a, “Mr. David comes to this appointment with great

: experience, education and a strong commitment to
Tara.® yc.ed COLLEGE 2 . . T
ara.Oneills 4 the well-being of his community,” said King.

Congratulations, Will!
Source: Supt. Steve King, Yavapai

County; Verde Independent
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Tips for Writing a Grant

Fund for Teachers offers some
grant writing tips to help you
before you tackle a grant
proposal. You sometimes have
to be fearless when asking for money, and these
ideas might smooth the journey.

Take your time. Write a quick summary of your
ideas and do the bulk of your research before
writing.

Identify a need. Begin with the need you will meet
or the key questions you will answer.

Avoid ambiguity. Be detailed and explicit about
why the project is important, the impact on
personal and professional growth, and how the
learning experience will help in the classroom.

Be thorough. Your application is the only tool you
have to relate that your project merits funding.

Talk it out. Talk about your plan with one or two
people.

Tone. Your tone is as important as your content.
Demonstrate need and follow through with great
action plans.

Ask for help. Ask others to read your proposal. If
they encounter any weak sections, make changes,
and ask that they re-read and score it again.

Junk the jargon. Avoid using “edu-speak,”
technical terminology or acronyms that may be
unfamiliar to those outside of education.

Proofread. There is no spell or grammar check
within online application systems.

Source: Fund for Teachers.org
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Grants, competitions,
awards, and more!
Large, multi-year
projects for districts or
smaller enhancements
for classrooms ...we’ll
share what we find in

MUSicSeienee GEOGrapiyLatin
Music “ArtTArt
JoCrnalism Economics Chemistry

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

The latest additions are highlighted in
yellow on the website. Here are just
some NEW opportunities

grant opportunities.

American Chemical Society

Hach High School Chemistry Classroom Grant

Upto $1,800ea Junl,2025

To support ideas that enhance classroom learning,
foster student development, and reveal the wonders of
chemistry. Can be used for laboratory equipment &
supplies; instructional materials; professional
development; and student-conducted field studies

Adopt A Classroom.org

STEM Spotlight Fund /Social-Emotional Wellness Fund
$750 ea May 8,2025

STEM Spotlight Fund helps students of today prepare
for the careers of tomorrow with funds that give a
boost to STEM in your classroom.

CASEL describes a SEW curriculum as one that ad-
vances educational equity and excellence to establish
learning environments and experiences that feature
trusting and collaborative relationships.

Find more opportunities at
YCESA Grants

FMH Forest Fees Legislation Needs Your Support!

ceedt Fee M

For 25 years, the Secure Rural Schools Act has been a funding mechanism for rural schools. It’s had
longstanding bi-partisan support for compensation to communities with large areas of federal land
ineligible for taxation, but is not included in the national budget.

Yavapai County’s 23 school districts rely on these much-needed dollars, also known as Forest Fees,
for school security, full-day kindergarten, updated technology, and collective services provided by
the Forest Fee Management Association, like crisis counseling, teacher recruitment, elections,

substitute consolidation, and more.

The measure has been approved by the Senate, but not by the House yet. It’s critical that we all work
with Yavapai County Congressman Eli Crane (R) to fight against the possible elimination of this SRSA.
Please reach out to Crane’s office with written appeals at 122 N. Cortez St., Suite 211, Prescott, AZ
86301, call his local office at 928-286-5338 or email AZO2Scheduling@mail.house.gov.

Contact Yavapai County School Supt. Steve King at 928-771-3326 for more information. This has long
been a non-partisan effort that needs to be restored sooner than later.

Source: Supt. Steve King, Yavapai County



https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
https://casel.org/about-us/our-mission-work/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
mailto:AZO2Scheduling@mail.house.gov
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AN Teacher Next Door is a national home buying
202 ASSISTANCE program offering non-repayable grants of up

AMOUNTS to $8,000, alongside down payment assist-

ance of up to $15,000 for teachers, admin-
istrators, and staff members. They know how
hard it is for educators to find and afford to
live in high-cost real estate communities. It’s
one important factor in districts’ ability to
attract and retain qualified teachers.

*More in some arcas

_Ma

Look at Teacher Next Door’s information and
participants’ blogs. Find it at Teacher Next
Door.

Share the program information with others,

please.
Source: TeacherNextDoor.us

@ Private Schools, Public Teams - SB 1693 @

Legislators who championed a voucher program that allows state money to fund private school tuition
now want to require Arizona’s public school districts to let private school students compete on their
sports teams. SB 1693 was approved by the House on a voice vote and awaits a formal vote. It has already
passed the Senate.

Advocates believe the bill allows access to important programs for private school students. Opponents
believe it would unfairly disenfranchise public school students from clubs and sports and possibly
displace students already attending those public schools from team rosters. Other concerns include
“micro-schools” created for athletic participation could create a roster of top-notch players and
overwhelm the current players.

SB 1693 includes protections to prevent parents from “gaming the system,” including rules that students
must live within the boundaries of the public school whose team they want to play on. Additionally, those
students must also have passing grades, and their private school must not offer the sport or activity.
They’ll also need to pay any fees that all players must pay and a pro-rated share of the program costs.

This is a complicated issue. Follow the bill at SB 1693.

Source: B.Christie, Capitol
Media Services, 4-28-25

GI[ ; Congratulations to the following 2025 winners of

&‘Tﬂ;— Teacher Scholarships
Teacher o Awarded

[ Schotarships ('

An Educational Endewment

The Gardner Family Teacher Scholarship program
awarded the highest number of scholarships since
it began in 2007. Twenty-one students seeking
careers in teaching in a K-12 position in Yavapai
County received a minimum of $2,500 each for
their education. The reception held on April 25th
included testimonials from past scholarship
recipients.

The future of teaching in Yavapai County shines
brightly! Many thanks to the Gardner Family
Teacher Scholarship program.

The Gardner Family Teacher Scholarships and their
colleges:

Northern Arizona University — Hannah Daley,
Jennifer Espinoza-Rangel, David Gehman, Michaela
Linville, Erica Macomber, Mike O’ Connell, Charlott
Pitt, Selena Rodriguez, Natalie Spector, Catalina
Thompson and Delaney Williamson.

Grand Canyon University — Jolene Earles and
Mattingly Middleton.

Yavapai College — Mariah Harbeson, Jordynn
Plante, Misha Serene and Cali Smith.

University of Arizona — Hayden Morgan.

Rio Salado College — Michael Thiel and Paula Wood.
Prescott College — Amber Thomas.

Source: A. Celaya, The Daily Courier, 4-28-25


https://legiscan.com/AZ/bill/SB1693/2025
https://www.teachernextdoor.us/teachers
https://www.teachernextdoor.us/teachers
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o1 VAR CGIFN How COVID Changed American Schools

Five years past the COVID-era closures, the ways schools rose to meet the challenges and the ways they
failed continue to reverberate through the American education system. The non-profit news site Chalkbeat
offers 10 ways schools have changed.

Students are still paying for COVID learning disruptions. Missing foundational skills challenge students to
catch up and learn more advanced material.

Schools recognize struggling students need individualized support. School districts are more invested in
tutoring, summer school, and academic interventionalists. Many educators and administrators realize
students needed this kind of support all along.

Schools are more active in addressing student mental health. School closures upended routines and left
many students isolated from their peers and cut off from supportive teachers. Students also faced the loss
of family members and the upheaval of parents losing jobs and housing. Schools and students now struggle
with more mental health challenges.

School closures leave legacy of mistrust, political strife. Fights erupted over masking, hybrid learning, and
quarantines--decisions that kept school board members, parents, teachers, and schools stressed.
Perception of American schools is at an all-time low with political fallout seen in the expansion of vouchers
and efforts to dismantle the U.S. Department of Education.

School feels optional. Kids missed school at alarmingly high rates during the pandemic—got COVID, were
sent home to quarantine, felt school to be pointless with classmates and teachers also absent. Chronic
absenteeism remains a stubborn problem.

Something has gone very wrong with reading. Student reading scores on the NAEP were the lowest in 30
years--even as students showed modest improvement in math. Fewer students read for pleasure as cell
phones and social media sap children’s attention spans.

Technology is ubiquitous. The pandemic fueled a technology access explosion in American schools. The use
of generative Al is helpful in lesson planning but has its pitfalls including biases and privacy risks.

Schools have fewer students and more staff. Declining birth rates and rising housing prices play a large role
in the steady decline in the number of students, but the pandemic accelerated underlying trends. Families
moved to private schools or opted to homeschool, and some haven’t returned. Expanded voucher programs
provide financial support for alternatives to public schools. With school district budgets largely dependent
on student population, these trends set the stage for painful budget decisions, layoffs, and school closures.

Child care is now everyone’s problem. The pandemic made clear that a functioning economy depends on
families having access to reliable child care. The Federal relief helped shore up child care for essential
workers, but that money has run out.

Colleges are adjusting to lower expectations in K-12. Classes to help freshmen adjust to college
expectations evolved after COVID to cover more basic ground. Expectations of high school students has

relaxed and they are pushing back even more against boundaries.
Source: E. Meltzer, Chalkbeat, 3-18-25

The 3rd Annual Homeless Liaison Appreciation
Luncheon, hosted by Darla (APS) and Lisa
(HUSD), was held at the Historic Hassayampa Inn
and provided a valuable opportunity for
community liaisons to connect, exchange
resources, share success stories, and discuss the
challenges and needs within each district.
Yavapai County Superintendent Steve King also
joined the event to show his support.

Superintendent Steve King
HUSD Homeless Lialson Lisa Krietensten
APS Community Affairs Mgr Darla Deville

Source: Humboldt USD, 4-11-25 Good News



