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More armed school campus officers and added
safety technology and training are highlights of
HB 2074, the bipartisan school safety legislation
that was signed into law by Gov. Hobbs. This
measure expands the successful School Safety
Program in multiple ways, including allowing
retired law enforcement officers to be eligible to
serve as school officers.

The law provides for schools to add safety equip-
ment and infrastructure. In addition, districts and
charters will train officers on how to interact with
students with disabilities as well as receive
training on civil rights, adolescent mental health
issues, and student privacy law. 

The law also requires districts and charters to
prepare and submit a campus emergency
response plan.

New School Safety Law

Voter-approved  Prop 123 has funded K-12 education
with about $300 million annually since 2016. It expires
in June 2025 and legislative discussions about renewal
and possible reforms will  ultimately send the issue to
the voters for approval. Compromises that include the
role of  Empowerment Scholarship Accounts and the
percentage distribution of funds from the State Land
Trust are at the forefront.

Without renewal, the annual distribution from the State
Land Trust Permanent Fund to public K-12 education
will return from its current 6.9% back to 2.5%. The
school funding, without raising taxes, supports
operational costs, educational programs, and infra-
structure. Educators benefit from salary increases and
professional development opportunities; Support Staff
including custodians, bus drivers, and administrative
personnel, receive additional support; and Students
experience improved educational outcomes due to
enhanced resources, better-equipped facilities, and a
more stable learning environment.

Gov.Hobbs seeks to keep the rate at 6.9%, with the
funds allocated to flexible school funding and teacher
pay. These allocations aim to address the teacher
shortage through increased pay and provide districts
additional money to use for issues that enhance overall
educational quality without raising taxes. 

Republican legislators, who hold the majority in the
legislature, have also proposed keeping the rate at
6.9%, with the funds exclusively dedicated to teacher
pay raises, not addressing other aspects of school
funding. Reportedly, they are also seeking to include
Arizona Constitutional protections of ESAs as part of
the ballot measure that would renew Prop 123. The
expansion of ESAs has cost taxpayers over $1 billion. 

Without the Prop 123 renewal, the responsibility of
funding approximately $300 million in education
investments would shift from the State Land Trust to
the state’s General Fund, potentially impacting other
critical areas of education.

What’s Up With Prop 123??

Source:  Education Forward Arizona   

As the school year winds down, we wish you an
excellent and safe summer season and offer our
thanks to all teachers, administrators, classified
and support staff for all the work and dedication
you bring to your jobs.
 
The May 2025 AZEDition issue is now available at
this link.

Please enjoy at your leisure and thanks again for
all you do!

From  the
Arizona

Department of
Education

http://www.yavapaico.esa.gov/
http://www.yavapaicoesa.gov/
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/05/AZEDition%20Newsletter%20May%202025.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/05/AZEDition%20Newsletter%20May%202025.pdf


          

Grants, competitions,
awards, and more!
Large, multi-year

projects for districts or
smaller enhancements
for classrooms ...we’ll
share what we find in
grant opportunities. 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES
The latest additions are highlighted in

yellow on the website. Here are just
some NEW opportunities 

Find more opportunities at 
YCESA Grants
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APS          Supply My Class
$500 gift card        Opens Jul 7
Awards 500 randomly-selected K – 12 public and
charter school teachers within APS service territory
with $500 gift cards for classroom supplies.

Kids in Need Foundation          Supply A Teacher
Value varies                 Open application
Provides teachers with two large boxes filled with a
semester’s worth of essential school supplies.

Walmart          Spark Good Local Grants
$250 - $5,000 ea  
Quarterly—Apr 15, Jul 15, Oct 15, and Dec 31
Provides after-school enrichment, tutoring, or
vocational training for low-income individuals and
families 

The Arizona Department of Education has announced an important safety message on behalf of the
Arizona Counter Terrorism Information Center (ACTIC) regarding the "Chromebook Challenge" found
on Tik-Tok. 

ACTIC provides this Situational Awareness Bulletin regarding a recent nationwide social media trend
where students use paper clips, pushpins, or other objects to short-circuit the charge port on their
school-issued electronic devices.

Summary: As of May 8, 2025, ACTIC is aware of at least 15 cases in Arizona where students inserted
objects into the charge port of their school-issued electronic devices. The short-circuit caused the
battery to experience thermal runaway and, in some cases, ignite. Across the nation, the smoke and
fires resulted in damage to the electronic devices, school evacuations, and multiple student sus-
pensions. The devices as shown below are an example of damaged school-issued laptops as part of this
trend. ACTIC recommends school staff inform students and parents of the risks and potential
discipline associated with this type of activity. Law enforcement encourages individuals to report any
suspicious behaviors or activity associated with this activity to the Arizona Counter Terrorism
Information Center at (602) 644-5805 or submit a tip online at www.azactic.gov.

Source: Arizona Department of Education

“Chromebook Challenge” – Damaged school laptops 

Awareness Bulletin: Social Media School Laptop Fire Challenge 

https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
http://www.azactic.gov/
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More Education Bills
Get 

Source: Save Our Schools AZ

Gov. Hobbs acted on several bills before the
Legislature went on an extended break. These bills
were primarily voted through along party lines.

VETOED SB1002, banning teachers from using a
student’s chosen pronouns without written
parental permission;
VETOED SB1003, banning trans students from using
the school bathrooms, changing facilities and
“sleeping quarters” that align with their gender
identities. Anyone who “encountered” a trans
person in a bathroom could have filed suit against
public schools;
VETOED SB1091, requiring ballots in school district
bond and budget override continuation elections
state how much voters' taxes would drop if they
refused to pass the continuations;
VETOED SB1097, requiring public district schools to
close on every regular primary and general election
day and to provide their gyms for use as polling
places upon request. Teachers would have been
required to attend in-service training and banned
from taking a vacation day; 
VETOED SB1694, removing all state funds from any
state university or community college that has even
one course declared unacceptable, that is anything
that relates contemporary American society to
things like whiteness, institutional racism,
unconscious bias, gender identity, social justice,
race-based reparations, and gender-based
inclusion. 
VETOED HB2700, requiring the insertion of "a
specific focus on the Gulf of America" into the state
high school social studies standards for graduation;
and
VETOED HB2868, banning broadly worded
"diversity, equity and inclusion" that could have a
negative impact on student learning, as well as
teacher retention and recruitment. 

entire U.S. House of Representatives annually call for
high school artists to submit original visual arts.
  
Congratulations to Yavapai County’s Mingus Union
High School students Nicholas Osborn and Asher
McFarland for taking  first and second place
respectably.

Osborn took first place for his piece “Looking
Forward,” a black and white sketch of an American
bald eagle. He will be flown to Washington, D.C., for
an awards banquet and have his award-winning
artwork displayed for a year in the U.S. Capitol.

McFarland claimed second place for a humorous
piece, “A Day in the Life of a Fridge,” a painting of a
young man looking into the refrigerator in search of
food.

This competition celebrates the artistic achieve-
ments of the nation’s high school students. Cheers
to these outstanding artists.

The Congressional Art Competition
sponsored by Arizona 2nd Congress-
ional District Rep. Eli Crane and the 

Mingus Students  Win 
Art Competition

Verde Independent, 5/13/25

Denova Collaborative Health provides services that may
not be readily available in Yavapai County. In-office care
is available throughout the state and virtual services can
bring professionals to you in your own home.

They offer same day, next day virtual appointments for
behavioral health, psychiatry, and primary care—for
patients of all ages. The pediatric team provides
specialized care for children and adolescents, including
annual physicals, therapeutic care, autism support
services through therapy, psychiatry, and integrated
primary care as well as many other offerings.

Whether a child needs help managing ADHD, anxiety, or
developmental concerns, this collaborative care model
ensures they get the right support, right away—all from
the comfort of home.

CLICK here for more information about Denova
Collaborative Health.

Source: Jennifer Cohan, Denova Collaborative Health 
JCohan@Denova.com

TopSchoolJobs, Education Week's virtual career
fairs are a popular way to connect with recruiters
and find K-12 jobs. 

Finding teachers is challenging and stressful these
days. EdWeek Top School Jobs online career fair
can help with hundreds of highly motivated job
seekers attending online.

The July 10 online career fair offers effortless
recruitment from a nationwide pool, streamlined
screening with interviews via text or video chat, and
exposure of your district and vacancies. 

See what it’s about at EdWeek Top School Jobs.
Maybe it will work for your district.

https://www.denova.com/
https://www.edweek.org/events/july-2021-virtual-career-fair-for-teachers-and-k-12-staff
https://fs24.formsite.com/edweek/jnv7pnsm_campaign=tsjvcf&utm_content=Jul2025_Emplyr_Prm3&M=13569506&UUID=562516c60cd500a429abe4ae2ab2e89e&T=17742635
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Virtual field trips connect students to places that, due
to funding, geography, or other logistical challenges,
they may not otherwise have a chance to visit or
experience.

If you’re looking for a new virtual field trip to bring to
your classroom, here are a few to investigate:

Giant Panda Cam at the Smithsonian National Zoo:
Watch Giant Pandas as they explore their indoor and
outdoor habitats. Giant Panda Cam is live from 7 a.m. to
7 p.m. ET daily. 
The Superpower of Story: A Virtual Field Trip to Warner
Bros. Studios: Go behind the scenes on an exclusive
virtual field trip to DC Comics headquarters in Burbank,
CA! Students step into the world of legendary
superheroes and blockbuster films. 

Source: L. Ascione, eSchoolNews, 5/9/25 

Looking For Some
Virtual Field Trips? 

Mount Vernon: Students can enter different
buildings and click on highlighted items or
areas for explanations about their significance
or what they were used for.
Arctic Adventures: Polar Bears at Play Virtual
Field Trip: Students will meet polar bears and
play experts and uncover how arctic animals
use play to learn just like humans, while
inspiring students to change their planet for
the better.
The Manhattan Project: Join The National WWII
Museum for a cross-country virtual expedition
to discover the science, sites, and stories of the
creation of the atomic bomb. 
The Anne Frank House in VR: Explore the hiding
place of Anne Frank and her family in virtual
reality using the Anne Frank House VR app. 
Night Navigators: Build for Bats Virtual Field
Trip: Travel across Texas and Florida in search
of bat habitats. Meet play experts as they
explore how these nighttime pollinators use
play to learn and discover the critical role of
bats in protecting farmers’ crops from pests
and what we can do to help bats thrive.

Here's what they say about this federal plan, including the potential risks and benefits.

1.  Federal vouchers fund private schools. People who make charitable donations to scholarship
granting organizations receive a dollar-for-dollar tax credit, more than you get for donating to a
children’s hospital of a veteran’s group. 
2. Parents use vouchers to enroll in private school when they are not getting the care they need in
public and charter schools.
3. Private schools can turn students away, public schools can't.
4. Federal vouchers would not be limited to low-income families. Under Republicans' plan, vouchers
would be available to households earning at or below 300% of a given area's median gross income. So, in
an area of the country where the median gross income is $75,000, any child in a household earning less
than $225,000 could qualify.
5. Vouchers often go to students who are already enrolled in private schools. When states offer
vouchers, private schools often raise prices.
6. Vouchers don't improve student test scores. In the early days, researchers did find some modestly
promising results. Research now shows that as states rolled out larger, less-targeted programs, the
benefits faded.
7. Voucher students may be more likely to attend and complete college. The evidence suggests voucher
students may be more likely to graduate high school and even college than if they had stayed in their
public school.
8. Multiple studies show public schools improving too. When there's a competitive environment, public
schools are getting better though the needle has only moved a bit.

Your voice matters! Let your federal and state legislative representatives hear from you.
Source: NPR

House Republicans' reconciliation bill, which includes a first-of-its-kind national school
voucher program, is now in the Senate. The proposal would use the federal tax code to
offer vouchers that students could use to attend private secular or religious schools,
even in states where voters have opposed such efforts.

NPR interviewed researchers, advocates (for and against), tax experts, a mother who
relies on vouchers, and a public school leader who feels threatened by them – a dozen
sources in all.

Federal School Voucher Proposal 

https://nationalzoo.si.edu/webcams/panda-cam
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/info/dc-superpowered-storytellers-vft/
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/info/dc-superpowered-storytellers-vft/
https://virtualtour.mountvernon.org/
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/details/virtual-field-trip/arctic-adventures-polar-bears-at-play-virtual-field-trip/
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/details/virtual-field-trip/arctic-adventures-polar-bears-at-play-virtual-field-trip/
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/students-teachers/distance-learning/k-12-distance-learning/electronic-field-trips/manhattan-project
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/students-teachers/distance-learning/k-12-distance-learning/electronic-field-trips/manhattan-project
https://www.annefrank.org/en/about-us/what-we-do/publications/anne-frank-house-virtual-reality/
https://www.annefrank.org/en/about-us/what-we-do/publications/anne-frank-house-virtual-reality/
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/details/virtual-field-trip/night-navigators-build-for-bats-virtual-field-trip/
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/details/virtual-field-trip/night-navigators-build-for-bats-virtual-field-trip/
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To have your voice heard, contact your Senators and Representatives! 
Click here to find your Congressional District.

Senator Mark Kelly: (202) 224-2235
Senator Ruben Gallego: (202) 224-4521

CD1 Rep. David Schweikert: (202) 225-2190
CD2 Rep. Eli Crane: (202) 225-3361  (Yavapai County)

CD3 Rep. Yassamin Ansari: (202) 225-4065
CD4 Rep. Greg Stanton: (202) 225-9888

CD5 Rep. Andy Biggs: (202) 225-2635
CD6 Rep. Juan Cicomani: (202) 225-2542

CD7 The late Rep. Raul Grijalva: (202) 225-2435
CD8 Rep. Abe Hamadeh: (202) 225-4576

CD9 Rep. Paul Gosar: (202) 225-2315

Your voice matters — and they need to hear from you! 
Thank you for being an engaged public school advocate!

US health officials released new guidelines for COVID-19 vaccine booster shots recently, narrowing
approval to Americans over 65 and anyone older than 6 months with at least one risk factor for
severe illness. 

For those between 6 months and 64 years, regulators will require more stringent randomized
controlled trials to test the clinical efficacy and safety of each booster rather than rely on immune
response data.

COVID-19 Vaccine Requirements 

Source: Wall Street Journal, 5/20/25

https://www.census.gov/mycd/?emci=c214f7a7-5030-f011-8b3d-6045bded8cca&emdi=7c95428d-5a30-f011-8b3d-6045bded8cca&ceid=14698525

