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The U.S. Department of Education (USDE) is
withholding more than $6 billion in federal
funds for K-12 education across the country. 

Source: AZ Dept. of Education; AZ Family News, 7/2/25

Feds Hold $118M From
AZ Public Schools

This funding was already approved by Congress.

Arizona was set to receive more than $118 million on July
1st. Education advocates and school leaders across
Arizona are now scrambling. This funding cut impacts
before- and after-school programs, English language
learners, academic enrichments, and educator
development.

The nonprofit, nonpartisan group, Learning Policy
Institute, estimated the impact in Arizona based on the
USDE  2024 Funding:

$9,803,715 - Arizona Migrant Education program;
$43,833,611 from the Supporting Effective Instruction
state grants;
$15,495,043 from the English Language Acquisition
state grants;
$25,120,734 from Student Support and Academic
Enrichment Program; 
$24,011,830 from the 21st Century Community
Learning Centers.

The Arizona Department of Education is providing
guidance to districts and charters on how to navigate this
pause in funding. They are in talks with the federal
government.

The U.S. Senate unanimously passed the Secure
Rural Schools Reauthorization Act (S. 356) (SRS)
to reauthorize a program that has provided
billions to schools, roads and other services in
rural areas, including Arizona. These are the forest
fees that support Yavapai County’s Forest Fee
Management Association (FFMA) for education
services across Yavapai County. 

The U.S. Forest Service’s “Secure Rural Schools
and Self-Determination Program,” was initially
crafted in 2000 to help offset the loss of timber
revenue in rural counties. The program expired at
the end of 2023, but this act would reauthorize the
funding for more than 4,000 school districts and
700 counties across the country through the 2026
fiscal year.

The bill now goes to the U.S. House of Represent-
atives for consideration. To help ensure the
reauthorization of the  SRS program, counties
must now focus on U.S. House advocacy. U.S.
House leadership needs to hear from local
elected officials and citizens about SRS’s
importance. 

Senate Passes Forest Fees
Now Awaiting House Approval

Source: National Association of Counties

The U.S. Supreme Court recently upheld the constitutionality of the E-
Rate program's funding mechanism. The ruling affirmed the Federal
Communications Commission's (FCC) authority to collect and
distribute funds through the Universal Service Fund (USF), ensuring
the continuation of E-Rate and other related programs. This decision
prevents any disruption to current or future E-Rate funding and
provides stability for schools and libraries planning their technology
investments. 

E-Rate Funding Year 2025 runs from July 1, 2025, to June 30, 2026. The
application filing window for FY2025 was from January 15, 2025, to
March 26, 2025. Eligible schools and libraries can receive discounts on
telecommunications, internet access, and internal connections
through the E-Rate program. 

Contact YCESA E-Rate Services Director Frank Vander Horst at 928-
499-8421 for more information and assistance

E-Rate Continuation Upheld By Supreme Court

Source: F. Vander Horst, YCESA; National  Association of Counties
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After weeks of infighting, Arizona lawmakers negotiated a budget to avert a state shutdown, but failed to deliver
new K-12 dollars to lift Arizona from 49th funded in the nation. The legislature did NOT put a voucher-laden Prop
123 on the 2026 budget, but this year’s K-12 budget provides status-quo funding.

Save Our Schools AZ — a non-partisan, community-based, non-profit organization — provides a summary from the
K-12 section of this year’s budget:
     😑Increases public school funding only by the bare minimum required by law, 2% for inflation, failing to
address Arizona’s teacher retention crisis, provide any additional supports and resources for students, or develop
career and workforce pathways.  
     👍 Includes funding for the K-12 opportunity weight (funding directed to our state’s most at-risk students) and
District Additional Assistance — however, this funding is only for a single year.  
     🎉 Lifts the AEL (Aggregate Expenditure Limit) school spending cap for the next 2 years.  
     😣 Without a renewal of Prop 123, lawmakers were forced to backfill $380 million in Prop 123 dollars that would
otherwise have flowed from the state land trust. 
     😠 Contains zero reforms for Arizona’s $1 billion universal voucher program, even as it funds an additional no-
strings-attached $52 million check for vouchers to cover unbudgeted expenses from last school year. 

Arizona  2026 K-12 Budget Provides Status Quo Funding  

Source: Save Our Schools AZ

Let’s celebrate Kendra Hobson, a transition teacher at Yavapai Accommodation School
District! She  recently received the Arizona Correctional Educators Juvenile Educator
of the Year award at the Arizona Correctional Educators Conference in Maricopa.

Principal Marvy McNeese, who nominated her for the award, described Kendra as a
patient, hard-working teacher who “just gets” the students in the detention school. 

Along with teaching, Kendra is the pastor of St. Luke Christian Center. She’s a single mom to her son, enjoys
fishing, being in the great outdoors and singing, which even her students hear sometimes.

Ever since she began teaching, Kendra said she has loved it, and that she feels like she needs the kids just as
much as they need her because they challenge her to be a better person and teacher.

Congratulations, Kendra! 

Hobson Selected Correctional Teacher of the Year

Source: A. Celaya, The Daily Courier, 6/23/25.

Think vaping is a safe alternative to smoking cigarettes? MatForce wants Yavapai County residents to think again.
The substance abuse prevention coalition recently held the first of two information sessions on health risks of
vaping, and on other youth substance use trends. A second public information session was held at the Humboldt
Unified School District office.

Ivy Chamberlin, MatForce's youth education coordinator, highlighted the risks of a product that is less regulated
than traditional cigarettes. Users sometimes tamper with vapes, leading to everything from nicotine poisoning
when kids crack open the pens and taste the "juice," to nausea from super-concentrated marijuana, to a few more
alarming local incidents.

One 16-year-old overdosed on fentanyl using a vape pen. Teens pressured another local girl to use a vape that
contained GHB — often known as a "date-rape drug" — and then sexually assaulted her.

Even with tobacco alone, vaping has similar impacts to smoking on the heart and lungs, according to scientific
studies comparing vaping and traditional cigarette smoking. Studies have also shown that vaping   makes users
more likely to get sicker, by lowering their immune response.

Nicotine in vapes can worsen anxiety and depression, in addition to scarring users' lungs and leading to a doubling
in chronic bronchitis among high schoolers. Chamberlin describes the addictiveness of nicotine by saying it hits
the brain 80 times faster than heroin.

Source: G. Andrews, The Daily Courier, 6/12/25.

Vaping Myths and Health Hazards

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/click.everyaction.com/k/110496289/554523334/-448615537?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwMi8xLzYyOTY3IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImFhYTNlZTc4LTBhNTUtZjAxMS04ZjdjLTYwNDViZGZlOGU5YyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiYmVja3kub2JhbmlvbkB5YXZhcGFpYXouZ292Ig0KfQ*3D*3D&hmac=q3fY8ZUE4FT9U9F3uBlurzuKKCRAhedbPx0DX0LZdB0=&emci=0a4b2c8e-0155-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=aaa3ee78-0a55-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=14698525__;JSU!!NkXccnJP!zw4pFm3cutSseKQvqchaJiZrb7Rsoy-7p52gYpwLJbFfzXgYJVVcFtUwQj1hwqGKt45vIJxTVOP7sOPTq2skxUyrPA$
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-040617-013757
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-040617-013757


          

Grants, competitions,
awards, and more!
Large, multi-year

projects for districts or
smaller enhancements
for classrooms ...we’ll
share what we find in
grant opportunities. 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES
The latest additions are highlighted in yellow

on the website. Here are just some NEW
opportunities 

Find more opportunities at 
YCESA Grants
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Dell      Grants Support Program
Varies based on project      Open
To support projects that promote STEM, including
summer or after-school programs, as well as teacher
training and research on improving learning in STEM
areas using technology.

APS          Supply My Class
$500 gift card        Opens Jul 7
Awards 500 randomly-selected K – 12 public and
charter school teachers within APS service territory
with $500 gift cards for classroom supplies.

Arizona Diamondbacks Foundation and Honeywell
Futureshapers      STEM Grants Progra
$5,000 ea     Jul 30, 2025
To support school STEM programs.

After more than a year of gathering input from parents,
lawmakers and other interested stakeholders, the
State Board of Education approved a final draft of the
Department of Education Empowerment Scholarship
Account Parent Handbook with an 8-1 vote. However,
there are still lingering doubts from some parents and
lawmakers. 

The changes in the document reflect the needs of
parents to have clarity in how ESA expenses are re-
viewed, to allow ADE to continue its efforts to manage
the program, and to see that taxpayer dollars are used
for appropriate educational purposes. 

The new handbook can be found at ESA Parent
Handbook 2025-26.

New ESA Parent
Handbook Approved

Source: K. Riley, The Yellow Sheet, 6/23/25;
AZ Dept. of Education

The approved federal budget contains a new version
of the federal school voucher program. The
Institution on Taxation and Economic Policy (ITEP)
estimates the cost of the newly passed federal
voucher program could be over $50 billion per year.
As a reference, IDEA is funded at $13 billion and Title I
is funded at roughly $18 billion 

The program, which will be implemented in 2027, aims
to help families, particularly those with incomes up to
300% of the area median income, afford private
school tuition and other educational expenses.
However, states must opt-in to the program, which
could limit its reach. 

The new voucher program will use the federal tax
code to provide tax credits to donors who contribute
to Scholarship Granting Organizations (SGOs), which
then provide vouchers to families. 

Negatives:  The program could shift public education
funding towards private and religious  schools and
potentially benefit wealthier families who can afford
private education even without vouchers. It takes
money away from public schools and decreases
services available to public school children.
 
Positives: The voucher program allows parents to
choose the school they believe is best for their child.
Some studies suggest that vouchers can lead to
positive achievement impacts and could encourage
competition among schools and potentially lead to
innovation in education. 

School Vouchers in New
Federal Budget

Source: New York Times;   Save Our Schools AZ

The Supreme Court has ruled that parents with
religious objections to books with LGBTQ+ characters
must be allowed to opt their children out of any public
school instruction that uses those books. The decision
in Mahmoud v. Taylor was handed down along party
lines, with all six Republicans in the majority and all
three Democrats in dissent.

As Justice Alito handed down a fairly broad opinion
which is likely to impose substantial new burdens on
public schools, and he did so without waiting until the
record in this case was more fully developed by lower
courts. The result is that many schools may struggle to
comply with the new obligations that were just
imposed, and most schools are likely to exclude books
that introduce queer themes or that even mention
LGBTQ+ characters. 

Lawyers, meanwhile, have a financial incentive to sue
schools that behave more boldly.

Source: The Guardian

Schools Must Allow Students
to Opt Out of LGBTQ+ 

https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/06/ESA%202025-2026%20Handbook.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/06/ESA%202025-2026%20Handbook.pdf
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS986US986&cs=0&sca_esv=8fe472cf0c0bad30&q=Scholarship+Granting+Organizations+%28SGOs%29&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi2vorU3auOAxVBiO4BHT5NHiMQxccNegQIGxAB&mstk=AUtExfBtGmdshRTpnM0Wo0w2pw5G0LmK-ORYmpfvs4OXhGrkLTj9g-6A2zRUDr--Tn7XbtoQY-tUWfICyVmTTS4Oo3oYCD9I_fo54CcdOk_njU_khZw77dOSo6RFEnX5UcvXtu1NKD6dqxzWYs2h0y1f_2nWQB-6_7JIS0E0gQ-Pnag3QIM&csui=3
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/24pdf/24-297_4f14.pdf
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August 8, 2025OR

Registrations are now open for the
annual School Safety & Security
Summit, on August 21-22, sponsored by
Arizona School Adminstrators, at the
Wigwam Resort in Litchfield Park.

The Summit will include presentations
from Dr. Kenneth Trump (national
school safety expert) and John Michael
Keyes (founder of the I Love You Guys
Foundation). It will also include an
overview of school safety audits from
the AZ Auditor General (and ADE &
AzDEMA). 

Learn how to replicate Yavapai County's
Milestones Project. Hear from a team
from Wisconsin who navigated a school
safety crisis. You won't want to miss this
holistic school safety and security
event.

Click HERE to register.

Source: ASA

School Safety &
Security Summit

Yavapai County School Supt. Steve King is pleased to
announce the appointment of Melody Low to the
Bagdad USD Board, effective July 14, 2025, through
December 31, 2026. A graduate of Bagdad High School
and a long-time community member, Melody intends to
seek re-election in 2026. She fills the position previously
held by Amanda Armstrong, and Supt. King expresses
his appreciation for Armstrong’s dedicated service.

Ms. Low, who is deeply rooted in the community, is
dedicated to enhancing education within the district.
Supt. King is confident that her experience will effect-
ively address the needs of students, parents, and staff,
while enforcing the Board’s focus on community
engagement.

The appointment comes after a comprehensive
interview process with applicants, Governing Board
members and district staff. 

Congratulations, Melody and Bagdad USD!

New Board Appointment for
Bagdad USD

Yavapai County School Supt. Steve King is excited
to announce the appointment of Ken Harper to the
Seligman USD Board, effective July 8, 2025,
through December 31, 2026. 

A long-time community member, Mr. Harper
intends to seek re-election in 2026. He fills the
position previously held by Noel Allen, who has
accepted a position with the school district and is
no longer able to serve on the board. Supt.  King
expresses his appreciation for Allen’s dedicated
service.

Mr. Harper is dedicated to enhancing education
within the district. Supt. King is confident that his
experience will effectively address the needs of
students, parents, and staff, while reinforcing the
Board’s focus on community engagement.

Best wishes to you, Ken! And thank you for taking
on this important role

Harper Appointed to Seligman
USD Board 

Source: Jenn Nelson, YCESA Education  Elections Coordinator

https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/evr/reg_main.php?orgcode=AZSA&evid=54998233

