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Trump Administration Unfreezes Billions in K-12 Funds

states — the Education Department freed the withheld funding.

The billions of dollars were held until the administration officials reviewed whether it aligned with Trump’s
policy priorities. This funding is for extracurricular programs, English language classes, teacher preparation,
and more. Title I-C, Title II-A, Title III-A, and Title IV-A ESEA funds and Title II WIOA funds were all released. 
 
Read more at Trump Administration Release Billions in Withheld Education Funding.

Just last week, the Trump administration announced that it would release the remaining $5.4
billion in K-12 funding that it had frozen a month ago. After weeks of pressure from voters,
families, educators, school leaders, and politicians on both sides of the aisle to release these
funds — as well as a powerful lawsuit joined by AZ Attorney General Kris Mayes and 22 other 

Source: L. Cochran, The Hill, 7/25/25;
                                         SOS AZ, 7/27/25

The Arizona Supreme Court has set a new statewide precedent after ruling that schools are not responsible
for keeping students safe when going to and from campus.

The case involved a student from the Phoenix Union High School District who was struck by a vehicle while
jaywalking in front of the school in 2021. The justices said that schools are liable for providing safe conditions
when students are on campus — or when in custody or control over them. But in this case, there was no legal
duty on the school’s part to protect the student from danger.

The district was aware that parents were dropping their children off at a dirt lot across the street from the
school to avoid lines.

Chief Justice Ann Scott Timmer wrote that the student was not entering the school at the time of the
accident, “he was traveling to a school entrance.” She said this is a distinction “with a meaningful difference.''

Source: Tim Carter, Grand Canyon State Educational Services 

Ruling: Schools Not Responsible For Student Safety Going To And From Campus

The Milestones Project is a Yavapai County program designed to identify young people who are extremely high
risk for violence either in schools, their homes, or within the community. The goal for the project is to involve
parents or guardians with Milestones Project partners and community resources in interventions designed to
prevent such violence.

This program and its guide is a collaborative effort of the following:
● Public and Charter Schools           ● Juvenile Court           ● Local Law Enforcement                  ● Polara Health

 ● Spectrum Health Care           ● DES/Child Protective Services           ● Community Counts
 ● You, the Parent!

Learn more about the program at Milestones Project. There you’ll find the Milestones brochure, project
manual, and its process.

The Milestones Project Continues To Help High Risk Students 

Source: Yavapai County Education Service Agency

http://www.yavapaico.esa.gov/
https://thehill.com/homenews/education/5420767-education-funding-release-trump-administration/?utm_source=join1440&utm_medium=email&utm_placement=newsletter&user_id=66c4bb0a5d78644b3a92046d
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/teachers-and-administrators/milestones/
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Federal Budget Cuts To Impact
Public Services and Schools  

Source: Save Our Schools AZ, 7/6/25

Congress passed President Trump’s budget, which
imposes cuts to public services that will have
dramatic negative impacts on Arizona families,
students, and public schools, according to Save Our
Schools Arizona (SOS AZ). The cuts include:

Medicaid Funding — will significantly harm public
schools by reducing funding for crucial health and
support services (school nurses and mental health
professionals), potentially leading to staff
reductions (especially for students with disabilities),
increased costs, and decreased academic outcomes
for students. 

Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program
(SNAP) Benefits – will reduce access to free and
reduced-price meals, possibly increasing food
insecurity among students, and disrupting school
meal programs 

The "One Big Beautiful Bill Act" (OBBB), also known
as H.R. 1, significantly impacts education by
affecting student loans, Pell Grants, and school
choice. It introduces changes to federal student
loan programs, expands Pell Grant eligibility, and
establishes a nationwide private school choice
program. 

Here's a breakdown of the key changes:

School Choice – establishes the first federally
funded, nationwide private school choice program,
allowing families to use scholarships for private
school tuition. Congress passed the first ever
national school voucher program as part of a larger
bill. The program included in the OBBB aims to help
families pay for private school tuition and other
educational expenses. Funding for the program is
generated through tax credits for donations to
Scholarship Granting Organizations (SGOs), which
then distribute the funds as scholarships. 

Tax Credits – includes tax credits for donations to
private school scholarship organizations,
incentivizing private school choice. 

Student Loans – sets new borrowing limits for
graduate and professional students, impacting how
much they can borrow annually and over academic
careers; eliminates Grad PLUS loans; simplifies
student loan payment system; and expands and
changes eligibility of PELL grants and fully funds the
program.

Source: New York Times; Education Week 

Findlay Subaru Prescott and the Yavapai County
Education Foundation (YCEF) are proving that
meaningful community partnerships can make a big
difference.

This year, as part of the Subaru Loves Learning initiative,
Findlay Subaru Prescott is donating $12,500 to support
25 classrooms and 535 students across Yavapai County.
Each of those classrooms will also receive a school
supply kit, filled with essential materials that help
teachers create engaging, well-equipped learning
environments.

Since 2021, Findlay Subaru Prescott has contributed
$60,000, delivered 100 school supply kits, and
supported 120 classrooms and 2,900 students. These
numbers reflect a deep belief in the power of education
to transform lives.

To celebrate this year’s recipients, Findlay Subaru
Prescott and YCEF are planning a special recognition
event where teachers will be honored and presented
with their grant certificates and school supply kits. 

Equipping teachers with the tools they need is a direct
investment in the quality of education. Teachers can
focus on teaching and not stretching limited resources.

Many thanks to Findlay Subaru Prescott and YCEF for
providing a better future for our students and our
communities

Source: The Prescott Times, 7/15/25

Partnership Supports Eduction

Big Federal Bill Effects 
On Education
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REMINDER: Registrations are now open for the annual School Safety & Security Summit,
on August 21-22, sponsored by Arizona School Adminstrators, at the Wigwam Resort in
Litchfield Park.

Don’t miss presentations from Dr. Kenneth Trump (national school safety expert) and John Michael
Keyes (founder of the I Love You Guys Foundation), as well as  an overview of school safety audits
from the AZ Auditor General (and ADE & AzDEMA) and Yavapai County’s Milestones Project. 

Click HERE to register. Source: ASA

   Shaping What’s Next in Education with Cognia 

This powerful professional learning experience is
designed for educators and leaders ready to
shape the future of education. 

Gain practical strategies to boost student
achievement, create inclusive learning environ-
ments, and implement data-informed instruction.
Come ready to be inspired, empowered, and
equipped to lead what’s next in education.

Sessions will align with one or more of the
following strands: 

Student Engagement and Motivation 
Student Well-being 
Teacher and Leader Supports 
Data-Informed Decision Making 
STEM Education 
Continuous Improvement and Accreditation 

Registration for MI dates/locations coming soon!

First Things First continues as Arizona’s leading early
childhood agency, committed to the healthy development
and learning of young children from birth to age 5.

FTF supports programs across Arizona through grants to
community organizations that provide services—at no cost—
for young children from birth to age 5 (before kindergarten)
and their families.  Among its programs is  the Quality First
program which helps improve the quality of child care and
preschool for children and families in Arizona. More than
1,300 programs participate in Quality First.

The FTF website provides information about its work and a
sign-up link for its monthly newsletter. The newsletter
includes the latest happenings and updates about early
childhood across the state and nation.

July’s  News Roundup linked us to:
     Investment in early childhood education reflects
bipartisan support for AZ children
The Capitol Times, July 16
     Opinion: Now is the time to secure long-term support for
early childhood
The Navajo Times, July 14
     Talk of the Town: Yavapai County’s children and economy
depend on strong childhood investments
The Daily Courier, July 17
     Strong starts build strong communities
The Payson Roundup, July 22

Find out more here First Things First.

Source: First Things First

Arizona state law allows the rollover of Empowerment Scholarship Account (ESA) funds to be used for
college.  When vouchers were expanded universally in 2022, the language allowed ESA voucher funds to be
used on post-secondary education, including in-state and out-of-state tuition for colleges and universities. 
 
 After reviewing public records, the 12-News I-Team found that more than $440 million is sitting in education
voucher accounts. According to 12 News, the “data does not disclose who has the money, but it does indicate
some families are hoarding cash.”

Records show:
More than 10,000 accounts are sitting on at least $10,000 each
Nearly 200 people have more than $100,000 each
Ten accounts have more than $200,000 each, and one account has $261,159

And parents who stockpile those tax dollars can use them to pay for their kids' college.
.
As of July 28, 2025, 87,640 students are enrolled in the ESA program for the 2025-26 school year.

Source: 12 News Facebook 

Hoarding of ESA Funds 

https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/evr/reg_main.php?orgcode=AZSA&evid=54998233
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2025/07/16/investment-in-early-childhood-education-reflect-bipartisan-support-for-az-children/
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2025/07/16/investment-in-early-childhood-education-reflect-bipartisan-support-for-az-children/
https://navajotimes.com/opinion/opinion-now-is-the-time-to-secure-long-term-support-for-early-childhood/
https://navajotimes.com/opinion/opinion-now-is-the-time-to-secure-long-term-support-for-early-childhood/
https://archive.ph/HGtSI
https://archive.ph/HGtSI
https://www.paysonroundup.com/opinion/strong-starts-build-strong-communities/article_721e523d-0094-401d-86bc-d57ebb59a6ae.html
https://www.firstthingsfirst.org/


OR
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Grants, competitions,
awards, and more!
Large, multi-year

projects for districts or
smaller enhancements
for classrooms ...we’ll
share what we find in
grant opportunities. 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

The latest additions are highlighted in yellow
on the website. Here are just some NEW

opportunities 

Find more opportunities at 
YCESA Grants

SRP     Powering Our Future Grants
Up to $250 per teacher     Open
To purchase supplementary materials and supplies to
teach the hands-on components of the Powering Our
Future curriculum. Must attend workshop before
applying for grant.

SRP     History and Social Science Classroom Grants
Up to $2,500 per school     Nov 1, 2025 – Feb 15, 2026
To help educators present academic content and
teach skills in the interrelated disciplines of history,
geography, civics, government and economics.

DON’T FORGET:
APS          Supply My Class
$500 gift card        Opens Jul 7
Awards 500 randomly-selected K – 12 public and
charter school teachers within APS service territory
with $500 gift cards for classroom supplies.

Yavapai College, in partnership with Yavapai
County Supervisors, is taking a step forward
in integrating local workforce and economic
development. Yavapai College has begun
serving as the official One-Stop Operator and
Title I-B service provider under the
ARIZONA@WORK statewide system to
connect education, employment, workforce
development, and economic growth across
the region.

A One-Stop Center will open at Yavapai
College’s Prescott Campus, joining existing
locations in Prescott Valley and Cottonwood.
These centers will provide free services,
including the services offered by the
Department of Economic Security (DES), to
all Yavapai County residents and employers,
including job search assistance, career
counseling, job training and other workforce
development resources.

Their mission is to ensure accessible, afford-
able education that empowers communities
and leads to sustainable, living-wage careers
here in Yavapai County. 

ARIZONA@WORK is Arizona’s statewide
workforce development network, dedicated
to helping employers recruit, train and retain
qualified workers, while supporting job
seekers with a full range of employment
services.

One-Stop Center for
Business Services

Source: Dr. Lisa Rhine, President, Yavapai College 
Complete the registration form at 

YCESA Countywide Administrators’ Meeting

Register at: SOSAZ Townhall

https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
http://www.poweringourfuture.com/
http://www.poweringourfuture.com/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/countywide-registration/
https://www.mobilize.us/sosarizona/event/819718/?emci=9f3ae641-086b-f011-8dc9-6045bda9d96b&emdi=c2ba5ca2-0f6b-f011-8dc9-6045bda9d96b&ceid=14698525

