
Yavapai County School Supt. Steve King is passion-
ate about educating children, especially the kids of
Yavapai County. One of his priorities is restoring the
federal Secure Rural Schools program.

Because public schools are primarily funded
through property taxes, areas dominated by
national forests, parks, and mines often fall short.
The SRS program compensates rural counties for
untaxable federal lands.

The bipartisan Secure Rural Schools and Com-
munity Self-Determination Act, first passed in
2000, requires regular reauthorization. In 2024, the
Senate approved it unanimously, but the House
declined to vote. A new reauthorization bill passed
the Senate in June 2025 but has since stalled in the
House.
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Sept  24 County Administrators’
Meeting, Cottonwood Oak
Creek District Office, 8:30-3:00

Source: T. Capobianco, The Verde Independent, 8/22/25; Congress.gov 

2025-2026 CalendarVerde Valley Superintendents    
10:00 am (unless shown)

Sep 24 (Countywide Meeting)  Oct 23 (Sedona-Oak Creek )
Nov 20 (Clarkdale-Jerome)     Dec 18 (Mingus Union)
Jan (Countywide Meeting)   Feb 9 (Yavapai College)

Mar 26 (VACTE)     Apr 23 (Camp Verde)     May 21 (TBD)

Quad City Administrators
1:00 pm @ YCESA Training Rm

Sep 24 (Countywide Meeting)   
Oct 22     Nov 19     Dec 17

Jan (Countywide Meeting)
Feb 18     Mar 25     Apr 22     May 20

Supt. King Goes to Washington
King went to Washington, DC in May to meet with
more than 30 congressional offices. All House and
Senate offices told him the renewal of the SRS was
included in the “Big Beautiful Bill.”  However, it was
somehow left out of the final bill. Even with the
House recess now over, the approval of SRS is still
uncertain. 

King emphasizes the importance of SRS because it
helps fund structured literacy, early finance,
instruction, school safety and security, after school
programs, and more. The Forest Fee Management
Association boosts these funds in Yavapai County
through shared services and materials.

Follow the House Bill H.R. 1383 – Secure Rural
Schools Reauthorization Act of 2025. Contact your
representatives to support it.  According to World
Population Review, Arizona ranks above only Utah
and Idaho in annual K-12 per-pupil spending in 2025.

The Forest Fee Management Association is the
cooperative program that was established for, but
not limited to, the shared and maximized SRS
funding opportunities for Yavapai County schools. 

Through  intergovernmental agreements, districts
cooperate in the procurement and use of public
and private materials and services, common use of
capital equipment, and provision of personnel,
inform-ational, technical or other services.

Member districts are grouped by district size and
represented by an elected member.

The next FFMA meeting is Sept. 10 , 10:00 am, at
the YCESA Training Room, Prescott.

th

Speaking of the Secure Rural Schools Reauthorization Act…
 The current FFMA Board is as follows:

http://www.yavapaico.esa.gov/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1383
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1383
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The YCESA is pleased to introduce our new Executive Assistant Audrey Isley. Audrey’s
diverse experience, outstanding qualifications and shining demeanor will make a
smooth transition as she steps into Jenn Nelson’s position.

Audrey brings a wealth of experience, having been a dedicated Yavapai County
employee for the past 11 years. Her career demonstrates consistent growth and 

Meet YCESA Executive Assistant Audrey Isley!

increasing responsibility across various county departments, equipping her with a diverse and progressive
skill set. Most recently, she served as a Litigation Specialist with the County Attorney's Office. Prior to
that, she held roles in the Development Services Department as a Permitting Supervisor and spent eight
years with Juvenile Probation as an Administrative Supervisor and legal secretary.

Raised in Virginia, Audrey has lived in Yavapai County since 2008. She and her husband have a 5-year-old
son who is a new kindergartener at Acorn Montessori School. Any spare time she finds is filled with
reading, cooking/baking, DIY projects, puzzles, music, and traveling.

The YCESA is proud to share Audrey’s smiling face and many talents with you! You can reach her at
Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov or 928-442-5138.

Source: YCESA

Girls in Aviation Day is to expose young girls to
aviation-related careers such as flying airplanes,

unmanned aircraft systems, engineering, air traffic
control, meteorology, etc. There will be fun

activities, games, keynote speakers, tours of air
traffic control lab, positive female role models, and

much more! 

Congratulations to this year's winner of the
Yavapai County Community Health Services'
most healthy school award--Clarkdale-Jerome
School! For almost 10 years, schools across the
county have competed for this honor and CJESD
rose to the top this year.

What is a healthy school? It is one that strives to
achieve best practices in multiple areas of care
for their students and staff.  Areas of care and
health include nutrition, physical activity,
tobacco prevention, a drug free environment,
health services, social and emotional support,
family engagement, community involvement,
employee wellness, and health education.

Join students and community in a “Walk to
School Day Celebration” on Sept. 11  starting at
7:30 am in the Clarkdale Park.

th

Great work, Supt. Matt Schumacher and
Clarkdale-Jerome School!

Clarkdale-Jerome School--
Most Healthy School

Source: Yavapai County Community Health Services

mailto:Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov


OR

          

Find more opportunities at 
YCESA Grants

Freeport-McMoRan   Mini-Grants for Education
$100 -$500 ea           Sep 5, 2025
To support programs in Environment, Mining, mineral
and natural resources, Reading and literacy, and
STEM.  

Fiesta Bowl Charities     Wishes for Teachers
$2,500 ea for 500 teachers/coaches     Sep 30, 2025
For use in classrooms.

National FFA Foundation   Day of Service Mini-Grants
$500     Always open, due by first of month
To support a one-day service event.

DON’T FORGET:
APS          Supply My Class
$500 gift card        Opens Jul 7
Awards 500 randomly-selected K – 12 public and
charter school teachers within APS service territory
with $500 gift cards for classroom supplies.
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Assistance in supporting your teachers to improve
student learning? As an educator, help to unwrap
the Essential Standards to make meaningful gains in
learning?  
      
The Arizona Department of Education is offering
professional development on the Essential
Standards for ELA and math in grades 3-8. They
offer two training sessions: one for educational
leaders and one for teachers.    

To request training, go to Essential Standards for
ELA and Math 3-8 .
     Cost: $30.00, includes breakfast and lunch 

Workshop Dates 
Monday, September 8, 2025, 8:30 am to 3:00
pm - NEW
Thursday, October 2, 2025, 8:30 am to 3:00 pm

QR code with more information,  CLICK HERE.
Source:  Arizona Dept. of Education

ELA and Math Standards PD

Grants, competitions,
awards, and more!
Large, multi-year

projects for districts or
smaller enhancements
for classrooms ...we’ll
share what we find in
grant opportunities. 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

The latest additions are highlighted in yellow
on the website. Here are just some NEW

opportunities 

The educational leadership hub of eSchoolNews
recently addressed school policies on phones,
devices, and the limits of control. The biggest
question driving the conversation is this: Are we
trying to eliminate phones, or are we trying to
teach responsible use?

With Arizona school boards being tasked with
creating cell phone policy in schools, they must
consider how firm to draw the lines.

School districts across the county and in Yavapai
County are implementing “bell-to-bell” phone
bans, banning phones from first bell to last. Many
are using physical tools like pouches or smart
lockers. The logic here is taking away the phones
eliminates the distraction. 

Considerations, however, include enforcement
(students find ways around rules!),  parental push-
back, and lack of trust.

Phone misuse is widespread, but schools might
consider fostering digital maturity by using school
as a place to practice responsible tech habits. 

For some more thoughts on addressing the real
goal of helping kids learn when to put them down
on their own, check out Rethinking School Device
Policies.

Rethinking  Device Policies
in Schools

Source:  E. Smith, eSchoolnews, 9/2/25

DON’T FORGET!! Countywide
Administrators’ Meeting  

Countywide Administrators’ Meeting

Wednesday, Sept. 24, 2025

Cottonwood Oak Creek School District Gym
1 N. Willard Rd.  

Cottonwood, AZ 86326

Light Breakfast   7:45 am - 8:30 am
Morning Program  8:30 am - 12:15 am

Lunch  12:15 pm - 1:00 PM
Afternoon Session  1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

 Click here for Meeting Agenda

 Countywide Meeting Registration

https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
https://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/english-language-arts-and-math-essential-standards
https://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/english-language-arts-and-math-essential-standards
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=10852
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?aid=10851
https://www.azed.gov/file/98162
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/click.comms.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.Tox4VPkcY6ezzuKc01KYPTcLHJD-2BZJeTnYzlsJaiPlTZ6csZz1faNz248jObUvfNb4vy_yz4yWGHUicgI-2FXamf-2BVgIB69SuDrJhQXeiVT-2F65fAOxz9u6n56oTfZEjJ4CKq7nkLkJ2lnmm6Drj-2Fj2DFLf7MygcgjVMVA462vjKr6IwL-2FfvFI1D4TyRiaTRx3nPimuIVUH9ZUhXtnJCQJ4xSp1k2tY2oxWcEO1H-2F8zbD3xmS70pBYiEJU2-2BrJrqFxIhhjxRNkUj0XHKQL-2BgJVRnV-2Bs5HT9Reyq4BeZBvFPJFMdTgvZbiOGJqypKg-2FJVAoUoKUzbvnfswWoOsBSdW9C6Wwcg4E3sd7mb-2F0DqgTeIkk0oAXCSjWKYkOu56lJJZpkA-2FIUMRuc0zFAya5jikVrrgXUB-2BQnK9kWEgXERh-2BmtbOvZA-2B8qGwqk9fKjRq9PFpIF6MT0VH35SllbZqtTzOqdzybQHyc1WBHarrXlv5YOisJn0oerGrKSyAs44r3OTseyR727tTmzRCLrCr1yjk1A0WqvphXtARypf1ru3ebBbtcRkuKNVtggvuuUlaEPcnOKetuc0HEF9Oir2xqvcPdDXyAfd1vze40c-2FuOPkaM97mp90LrRHHML92ZieraDPserNJPgmfRllwb5ik7cuV8nF3n-2FFCgwRxKzRj4MpfjcrlExsyjDciICRJ3HBkoinB8gLLHXHM-2FDpLH2UTAlkgaHezu07McWiVpHUEYnSRoiTLn2ZQIeQwcU-2FhgGQOArs1eyVILG0ZVG0JaPa-2Bbt0IL1d10PdsXW9grnw-2FGCla9cueGk-2F578yKZeIcitvfL-2FeXTs3399LP1tww-2FFDatz54OvBge3UHxu-2Fv1CZgv1XtJqBhaEwYUoCbQbGFiCYqms4KugKmxXks63X39wfInUXQWcSfgMcigu1a5wJxROrOZpguALk9l0L54ibaMj8lXMVkq6zKkLOU7oV23aCl5x19zh-2FloUxVyppds1fW-2ByZnrBdh-2Fy43GKbKb1dSytLAmUxLe3WNi9__;!!NkXccnJP!0CCyuB0rA0__C2fZb59YoFMyCzS5vnKceDf9zrfSJEDbW0npTlouBi2JJKcbfKD0tVhjZpk9jkDrqBsGNZz52_NnqrSnHlRR0AOGI0nvhg$
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
https://www.eschoolnews.com/educational-leadership/2025/09/02/phones-devices-and-the-limits-of-control-rethinking-school-device-policies/
https://www.eschoolnews.com/educational-leadership/2025/09/02/phones-devices-and-the-limits-of-control-rethinking-school-device-policies/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/CW-meeting-agenda-9-24-25.pdf
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/countywide-registration/


Another goal for the Yavapai County Broadband Initiative (YCBI) has been achieved. Sparklight has begun
delivering high-speed fiber internet to homes across Verde Village (Cottonwood)  in a project that began
in 2024 and is projected to end in 2026. Multiple neighborhoods have been activated and additional areas
will come online in phases as the build progresses.

The Sparklight project is part of the private, public partnership through the YCBI using the $5 million in
American Rescue Plan Act funds from Yavapai County. 

Faster internet is an advantage for students to get their schoolwork done, and it gives a reliable network
for students and people who work from home. The fiber network, with up to 6 gigabits per second, is the
fastest, most reliable internet available, reports David Williams, Sparklight Regional Marketing Director.
Verde Village residents can still choose different internet plans with varying speeds.
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Broadband  Initiative Brings High-Speed Internet to Students

Source: Sparklight; V. Starkinskas, The Verde Independent, 8/8/25

Other ASA Qualified Evaluator Training dates
planned for 2025-26 SY:  Oct. 24, 2025;

Nov.  14, 2026; January 9, 2026

REGISTER

As Arizona's early childhood agency, First Things First wants to know how access to early childhood
programs impacts Arizona families with infants, toddlers and preschoolers. 

By sharing your experiences, you’ll help provide a clearer picture of how em-ployers and the state of
Arizona can better support families. 

Not a parent of a baby, toddler or preschooler? Please share this survey with someone who is.

 The survey will take about 3-5 minutes.

Begin Survey

2025 Early Childhood Survey For Families

Source: First Things First

The Hechinger Report  covers one topic:
education.
 
In discussing the problems on child care, its
team shared that several articles and books
reveal child care to now be more expensive
than college tuition and rent in most states.
They said these are not new stories but
address a problem that spans decades and
hasn’t gotten any better. 

A new book by Elliot Haspel, “Raising a
Nation,” presents arguments for why child
care needs to be a more supported part of
society. 

Haspel’s arguments include “The Economic
Case,” how child care affects business
productivity and the labor force; and the
“The Patriotic Case,” in which parenthood is
patriotic and  child care is important for
American democracy. He presents that
childcare is not an “individual family
obligation but rather a societal imperative.”

Haspel’s book focuses more on why we need
childcare policy than how to get there.

Source: The Hechinger Report

https://www.viethconsulting.com/members/evr/reg_event.php?orgcode=AZSA&evid=56194571
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTGEdXqhTpCPjNPMpFYddnCcwxy2Du2UNPr4w6a-x1WjKIDA/viewform?pli=1
https://hechingerreport.org/
https://hechingerreport.org/

