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Among the laws becoming
effective on September 26,
2025 is the Arizona Healthy 

Helios Education Foundation is dedicated to creating
opportunities for individuals in Arizona and Florida to
achieve postsecondary education success. 
 
A new report from Helios, Missing Too Much High
School, revealed that chronic absence is jeopardizing
the futures of too many Arizona high schoolers.
Frequent absences are closely linked to lower stand-
ardized test scores, higher course failure rates, and an
increased likelihood of dropping out. 

State Superintendent Tom Horne says the report
shows tough measures need to be taken to address
catastrophic levels of chronic high school student
absenteeism. Chronic absenteeism is defined as 9
absences in a semester or 18 absences in a year. 

He noted that Dysart USD in the Phoenix area has
been effective in lowering absenteeism with tough
measures to hold students and parents accountable.

Source: AZ Department of Education

The YCESA Countywide Administrators’ Meeting
brought county and state educators together on
September 24th. With a full agenda of presentations
in the morning and several break-out sessions in the
afternoon, participants heard about student health
and safety, family and teacher workforce support
systems, middle school career programs, and cell
phone legislation. And, there was still enough time to
network with colleagues during breakfast and lunch.

Thank you to all who took part in this twice-yearly
gathering.

Presentations and documents from the day are
available on the YCESA website at September 2025
Presentation Documents. 

Countywide Meeting  Shares Education
Resources, Programs

Chronic Absenteeism in
AZ High Schools 

Healthy Foods Act
Now Effective

Foods Act (HB2164) which will prohibit Arizona
schools from providing ultra-processed food for any
federally-funded meal program. In the act, several
dyes are included in the ultra-processed category.

Schools will not be expected to adhere to the act until
the 2026-2027 school year, allowing time for
preparation of new meal plans for students. 

It is up to the Arizona Department of Education to
further define the law and what school meals will look
like.

Source: AZ Capitol Times, 9/26/2025

The Federal Communications Com-
mission voted to end discounts for
library Wi-Fi hotspot lending and
school bus connectivity programs this
week, drawing criticism from law-

FCC Ends E-Rate for
Hotspots, Bus Wi-Fi

Source: AP, 9/30/2025

makers and librarians who say the moves will make it
more difficult for people who are low-income or live in
rural areas to access the internet.

The 2-1 vote on hotspot lending reverses a Biden-era
expansion of the discounts that allowed schools and
libraries to use E-Rate funds for school bus Wi-Fi and
hotspots so people could go online outside of schools
and libraries.

Contact YCESA E-Rate Director Frank Vander Horst at
Frank.VanderHorst@yavapaiaz.gov for support.

Source:  YCESA

http://www.yavapaico.esa.gov/
https://www.helios.org/latest/research/missing-too-much-high-school/
https://www.helios.org/latest/research/missing-too-much-high-school/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Sept.25-Countywide-Presenter-documents.pdf
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Sept.25-Countywide-Presenter-documents.pdf
mailto:Frank.VanderHorst@yavapaiaz.gov


Education Stars Shine!
Yavapai County has many outstanding districts,
schools, educators, and programs! Most of these go
unannounced and uncelebrated. YCESA would like to
share a couple of honors that were recently announced.

Bradshaw Mountain High School’s JROTC program
received a distinction from the United States Army in
July for its work during the 2024-25 school year. In a
recent small ceremony, Wayne Dahl, retired lieutenant
commander and Bradshaw faculty staff, called the
cadets to order and told them the program demon-
strated exceptional performance in the 2024-25 school
year, in all areas of a JROTC program, as determined by
the United States Army Cadet Command.

Cadets are authorized to wear the honor insignia on
their uniforms for the 2025-26 school year. To keep
wearing the gold star on their uniforms, they must be
re-approved by the army every year.

Our hats off to the Bradshaw JROTC program for
helping student cadets build leadership and life skills
that will help them for years to come.

Valley Academy for Career and Technology Education
(VACTE) construction teacher Travis Black has been
awarded a $50,000 teaching prize as part of the 2025
Harbor Freight Tools for Schools Prize for Teaching
Excellence. 

Of 1,001 teachers who applied, Black was one of 25
finalists chosen to split the $1.5 M prize. His high school
skilled trades program will receive $35,000 of the prize
money and Black will receive $15,000. Black is a U.S.
Navy veteran and licensed contractor with residential
and construction experience.

The teaching prize Black won is one of many he has
accumulated over the past few years. He was also
honored as the 2024 Arizona ACTEAZ Teacher of the
Year, SkillsUSA Arizona Advisor of the Year, and the VFW
Northern Arizona Teacher of the Year.

Congratulations, Travis and VACTE, on continuing
success in touching so many students’ lives!
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First Things First recently published its State Fiscal Year 2025 Annual Report Impacting
Young Lives Throughout Arizona.  It is an in-depth look at the impact of FTF’s
investments made from July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025. It also highlights FTF’s work in
collaboration with nearly 80 partners statewide. 

FTF is the only state funding source dedicated exclusively to the beginning of the
education continuum, from birth to age 5. 

Take a look at FTF’s impact on our youngest citizens and the state’s economy, as well as
the human resources that are its backbone.

Source: First Things First

The effort to gain support from federal legislators
for the Payments in Lieu of Taxes and Secure Rural
Schools programs continues. More than three
dozen public lands and county officials have
conducted 80 meetings with congressional staff to
advocate for these bills.

The advocacy for PILT and SRS programs is focused
on the  permanent mandatory funding to provide
long-term budget stability. 

The SRS program compensates rural counties for
untaxable federal lands. The Yavapai County’s
Forest Fee Management Association relies on these
allocations to maximize resources and services to
our county school districts. 

Source: The Daily Courier; The Verde Independent

PILT, SRS Still Awaiting
Congress Action

Source: National Association of Counties News, 9/11/2025

https://www.firstthingsfirst.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/FTF-2025-AnnualReport.pdf
https://www.firstthingsfirst.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/FTF-2025-AnnualReport.pdf


Deadline for Schools to Enroll 
Deadline to Complete School Spelling Bees 

Deadline to Complete District/Organization Spelling Bees 

Deadline to Complete County Spelling Bee

December 31, 2025 
January 9, 2026 

January 30, 2026

February 21, 2026 

YCESA is excited to invite your school to participate in the 2025–2026 Scripps National
Spelling Bee program! Audrey Isley is the Yavapai County Spelling Bee Coordinator for
this year! 

The Arizona Educational Foundation (AEF) is the official Scripps National Spelling Bee
partner for our state. When you enroll your school at SpellingBee.com and pay the $199
enrollment fee, you’ll receive online access to classroom and school materials—including study
lists, competition guides, and supplemental resources such as written test materials for every
grade level. 

Your enrollment also ensures that your school champion will advance to compete in our
Yavapai County Spelling Bee in February 2026. The winner of our county bee will move on to
the Arizona State Spelling Bee, with the opportunity to represent Arizona at the national
competition in Washington, D.C., in May 2026. 

For more than 100 years, the Bee has been inspiring students, building literacy, and celebrating academic
achievement. We hope your school will join us in continuing this tradition. 

If you need assistance with enrollment, please watch this tutorial video How to Enroll Your School with the 
Scripps National Spelling Bee for a step-by-step guide. 

Contact Audrey with Spelling Bee questions at Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov . 
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The Arizona Department of Education is once again asking for more staff to support the Empowerment
Scholarship Accounts program. Governor Katie Hobbs has said she will not approve more funding without
added guardrails.

ADE’s budget request for fiscal year 2027 asks for $2 million from the state’s general fund to hire 12 new
staffers to review ESA purchases. Since late 2024, Superintendent Tom Horne has been sounding the alarm
about the lack of personnel available to review purchases made with ESA money. ADE has operated under an
"approve now, review later" process that has led to reports about unauthorized purchases such as
smartwatches, vacations and even lingerie. 

The State Board of Education also asked for more funding to support its role in administering the ESA
program. SBE manages the appeals process, which allows parents to request a review of any administrative
decision made by ADE related to program eligibility, allowable expenses, and more.

          

Grants, competitions,
awards, and more!
Large, multi-year

projects for districts or
smaller enhancements
for classrooms ...we’ll
share what we find in
grant opportunities. 

Source: R. Priest, The Yellow Sheet Report, 9/8/2025

OR

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

The latest additions are highlighted in yellow
on the website. Here are just some NEW

opportunities 

ADE Requests More  $$ For  Voucher Program

Delta Dental of Arizona Foundation     Grants
Up to $50K/yr for 2 yrs     Oct 16, 2025
To address Dental disease prevention, Oral
health education, Dental treatment, Medical-
dental integration, Food insecurity and access,
nutritional programs.

Special Education Foundation
Classroom Innovation Grants 
Up to $1,500 ea           Feb 28, 2026
To assist teachers in developing and
implementing creative projects that make a
significant impact on students with
disabilities.

https://spellingbee.com/
https://spellingbee.com/
https://spellingbee.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCc2AGfLApY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCc2AGfLApY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCc2AGfLApY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCc2AGfLApY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCc2AGfLApY
mailto:Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov
mailto:Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov
mailto:Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
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The modern public education system in the US began with New England’s common school movement in the
1830s and 1840s, with colonial towns began promoting widespread literacy to facilitate scripture study and
social cohesion. The Common School Movement, led by Horace Mann in the mid-1800s, advocated for free, tax-
supported education for all children with trained teachers, standards, and compulsory attendance. Rural
communities typically offered only up to eighth-grade schooling since farming families needed children’s labor.
Urban areas set up high schools to primarily serve middle-class students since industry needed workers with
more than agricultural skills.

States soon adopted regimented, age-graded classrooms, standardized schedules, and eight years of
elementary school followed by four years of high school. By 1918, every state had enacted compulsory
attendance laws.

The system serves approximately 83% (45 million) of enrolled K-12 students across over 98,000 schools, with
the remainder attending private or non-district public schools such as charters. 

State governments determine curriculum and academic standards, while local school boards and districts
typically manage implementation. For the 2023-24 school year, spending on K-12 public education was around
$17.7K per student (Arizona at about $10.1K), totaling roughly $880B. A combination of local property taxes,
state revenue, and federal grants funds these expenses.

Source: 1440, Public Education;
Pew Research Center 

History of Public Education...Then and Now

New test scores from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (the Nation's Report Card) show 8th-
graders' science scores have fallen 4 points since 2019 and 12th-graders' math and reading scores have fallen
3 points. 

A notable result is that the scores for lowest-performing students are at historic lows. Also, nearly one-third of
12th-graders reported missing three or more days of school in the month prior to taking the assessment in
2024, an increase from 2019.

The tests were administered between January and March 2024. Assessments in math, reading and science are
given every two years in 4th and 8th grades and every four years in 12th-grades. The Nation’s Report Card is
mandated by Congress since 1969.

This is the first NAEP score release since the Trump administration began making cuts to the U.S. Education
Department, including the arm that measures and oversees student test data.

For a full report on the NAEP scores, go to Nation’s Report Card.
Source: S. Carrillo, NPR, 9/9/2025

NAEP Scores Reveal Lower Math, Reading, Science Scores

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Horace-Mann
https://link.join1440.com/click/41444047.212583/aHR0cHM6Ly9qb2luMTQ0MC5jb20vdC9wdWJsaWMtZWR1Y2F0aW9uP3Bpbm5lZC1yZXNvdXJjZT11LXMtcHVibGljLWVkdWNhdGlvbi1zcGVuZGluZy1zdGF0aXN0aWNzLTIwMjUtcGVyLXB1cGlsLXRvdGFsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9MTQ0MC1zdW4mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249dmlldy1jb250ZW50LXByJnVzZXJfaWQ9NjZjNGJiMGE1ZDc4NjQ0YjNhOTIwNDZk/66c4bb0a5d78644b3a92046dC26d6986f
https://link.join1440.com/click/41444047.212583/aHR0cHM6Ly9qb2luMTQ0MC5jb20vdC9wdWJsaWMtZWR1Y2F0aW9uP3Bpbm5lZC1yZXNvdXJjZT11LXMtcHVibGljLWVkdWNhdGlvbi1zcGVuZGluZy1zdGF0aXN0aWNzLTIwMjUtcGVyLXB1cGlsLXRvdGFsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9MTQ0MC1zdW4mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249dmlldy1jb250ZW50LXByJnVzZXJfaWQ9NjZjNGJiMGE1ZDc4NjQ0YjNhOTIwNDZk/66c4bb0a5d78644b3a92046dC26d6986f
https://www.npr.org/2025/09/09/nx-s1-5526918/nations-report-card-scores-reading-math-science-education-cuts


18th Annual 
Yavapai County Education Service Agency 
Holiday Greeting Card Design Contest

Mail or drop off submissions:
Yavapai County Education Service Agency

C/O Audrey Isley
2970 Centerpointe East Dr.

Prescott, AZ 86301 

 

Please contact Audrey Isley with any questions at 928-442-5138. 

 
Dear Yavapai County Educators, Each year, the YCESA sends out holiday greeting cards to schools, state and local
elected officials, Governing Board members and other members of the community. The cards feature designs
submitted by students from Yavapai County schools from four grade categories: K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12. At least one
from each category will be chosen as the artwork for our holiday greeting cards, and a $250.00 check will be
presented to the winning student’s teacher for use in the classroom. We realize this activity may not fit within art
standards and curriculum. However, if a classroom teacher wishes to use this as a quick art project, that would be
wonderful! This contest is voluntary, and any student may submit a design created in, or out, of the classroom. 

                        Requirements are available at  YCESA Holiday Card Contest

Deadline to submit designs: Thursday, November 13, 2025, by 5:00 pm 
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https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Holiday-Card-Guidelines.pdf

