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Gladys Gardner Scholarship Application Guidelines 
For Prospective or Displaced Teachers 

You are eligible if: 
• You are a graduate (or in your final semester) of an accredited high school in Yavapai County or a resident of the county for at 

least one year and must be planning to teach grades K-12, in Yavapai County. 
• Your high school or current college GPA is at least 3.0 on a scale of 4.0 or your most recent transcript shows improvement. 
• Planned coursework must lead to an initial state teaching certification or any course work which leads to an initial or expanded 

teaching certification. 
• You are a displaced teacher whose position in a district/charter has been eliminated and you need additional coursework to get 

an additional endorsement to continue employment with your current employer. A displaced teacher is one that needs additional 
college hours to retain a teaching position within their LEA (Local Education Agency); moving from a classroom to 
administration does not qualify. 

• A person’s potential for becoming a highly successful classroom teacher is the primary consideration. Financial need may also 
be considered.  

• If you feel a need to mitigate any of the above, please email an explanation to audrey.isley@yavapaiaz.gov  
 
Items to Submit: 

1. Completed online application. 
2. A photo and brief bio or personal quote (100 words or less). 
3. Proof of acceptance, or current registration, to an accredited university or college. (Upload PDF only). 
4. A copy of your current high school or college transcript. May be an unofficial transcript. (Upload PDF only). 
5. One letter of recommendation from a recent instructor. Do not submit more than one letter. (Upload PDF only). 
6. If you are applying as a displaced teacher, provide one letter from your current employer, describing why you have been 

displaced. (Upload PDF only). 
7. Your original answers to the essay questions in 500 words or less for each essay. You must answer the questions on your 

own, without the help of any other person or artificial intelligence. Interview questions will consist of content from the 
application. 

 
Information: 
• Application deadline is Monday, March 2, 2026. 
• All the information requested is essential and is intended to ensure fair judgment of each applicant’s desire to become a teacher. 
• Decisions of the Board of Directors are final. 
• Scholarship Amount – Minimum $2,500. 

 
Next Steps: 
• After the Scholarship Committee reviews the written applications, finalists will be interviewed individually on Saturday, 

March 28, 2026, at Yavapai County Education Service Agency (YCESA) 2970 Centerpointe E Dr, Prescott, AZ 86301. Zoom 
interview options will be available. 

• Recipients must attend the Awards Recognition Friday, April 24, 2026, from 4:00pm to 5:00pm. Doors will open at 
3:45pm. 

• If you are awarded a scholarship, you need to provide proof of current enrollment and current student ID # to GiFTS prior to 
July 31, 2026, with a request for funding stipulating the College or University it should be sent to and for what term it will be 
used. To be eligible for this funding, you must plan to enroll at a college or university in the summer and/or fall immediately 
following the receipt of the scholarship. 

• If there is a failure to communicate any changes to institutions or enrollment by July 31, 2026, then recipients will forfeit funds. 
 

“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.” 
Benjamin Franklin 

For application, visit: https://ycesa.com/gardner-teacher-scholarship/ 
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