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Jan/Feb
2026  TBD

County Administrators’ Meeting,
Prescott area, TBD

2025-2026 Calendar

Verde Valley Superintendents    
10:00 am (unless shown)

  Nov 20 (Clarkdale-Jerome)     Dec 18 (Mingus Union)
Jan/Feb(Countywide Meeting)

             Feb 9 (Yavapai College)     Mar 26 (VACTE)
Apr 23 (Camp Verde)     May 21 (TBD)

Quad City Administrators
1:00 pm @ YCESA Training Rm

 Nov 19     Dec 17
Jan/Feb (Countywide Meeting)

Feb 18     Mar 25     Apr 22     May 20

Nov 4          Election Day

November

Election Day ... Nov. 4, 2025

Oak Creek Elementary School, and Clarkdale-Jerome
Elementary School Districts are all seeking M&O
budget override extensions this Nov. 4th election day.
The resolution and informational packet for each of
these special elections can be seen at YCESA
Elections.

This is an all mail-in election with all ballot needing to
be received by the County Elections Officials by 7:00
pm on Election Day, whether it is mailed back or

dropped off at a voting location or drop box. The
deadline for return by mail service has passed.

The unofficial results are posted at Yavapai County
Election Results. Note: These are unofficial and will be
updated as available.

Clarkdale-Jerome ESD passed 72.57%
Cottonwood-Oak Creek ESD passed  59.22%

Mingus Union HSD passed 59.91%

The Arizona Department of Education
has released the A-F Accountability
System scores for 2024-2025 school
performance across the state. Scores
consider state test results, with an eye
on growth and proficiency in English,
math and science, and of English
language learners, as well as college
and career readiness and graduation
rates.

An A grade is a school performing
significantly higher than the state
average, B is highly performing, C
means a district needs some improve-
ment on specific indicators, D is mini-
mally performing, with proficiency,
growth and graduate rates lagging
relative to the state average, and F
schools have “systematic failures.” 

Yavapai County schools showed
growth over the prior year’s scores.

Statewide results for 2024-2025 have K-8 schools with 35% A, 40% with
B, and 21% with C. For high schools, 51% were rated A, 41% received a B,
7% received a C and 0.5% received a D, and 0.5% received an F. 

As for high schools, more than half, or about 51%, of schools were rated
A, 41% received a B, 7% received a C and 0.5% received a D, and 0.5%
received an F. Hybrids broke down 44% A, 31% B, 21% C, 3% D and about
1% F. Alternative schools had 28% A, 65% B, 5% C, and 2% F, with no
schools receiving a D grade.

Find the complete school and LEA grades at 2024-25 A-F Grades
Statewide.

A-F Grades Released
Yavapai County Sees Improvement

Source: K. Riley, The Yellow Sheet Report, 10/30/2025;
AZ Board of Education

Source: YCESA Elections

Mingus Union High School, Cottonwood-

http://www.yavapaico.esa.gov/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/election-services/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/election-services/
https://www.yavapaivotes.gov/Elections/Election-Results-Livestream/2025-Elections
https://www.yavapaivotes.gov/Elections/Election-Results-Livestream/2025-Elections
https://azsbe.az.gov/schools/a-f-school-letter-grades
https://azsbe.az.gov/schools/a-f-school-letter-grades
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Source: Cognia

Cognia, the school evaluation and improvement
organization, has launched Cognia Board Governance
Certification to evaluate and certify the effectiveness
of school boards.
 
With effective ongoing training, clearly defined roles,
and effective collaboration, school boards are better
equipped to navigate conflict constructively, allowing
them to stay focused on student learning and drive
school improvement. 

The certification can be earned by Cognia-accredited
school systems and non-public, charter, and
international schools.

Information about this process is available at  Cognia
Board Governance Certification. 

Board Governance
Certification Offered

First Annual County
Christmas Ornament
Competition 
Get ready to showoffyour department’s holiday spirit! We
are thrilled to announce the First Annual County Christmas
Ornament Competition. This is a chance for each department
to showcase its unique function and personality by creating a
custom Christmas ornament. 

Here’s how it works: 

• Design your ornament: Your department’s ornament should 
reflect what you do and who you are. Get creative! 

• Deadline: Please Submit your ornament by December 1st
• Voting: From December 1st to 19th, all ornaments will be displayed 

on the Christmas tree in the Fair Street Lobby. We’ll also post 
photos on the County Employee Portal and the main County 
webpage so that both employees and the public can vote for their 
favorites. 

• Winners: We’ll announce the first, second, and third-place winners 
on December 22nd. No need for judges-the winners will be chosen 
by popular vote! In the case of a tie, members of the Board of 
Supervisors will cast the tie-breaking votes. Winning ornaments 
will receive a special ribbon to commemorate their victory for 
years to come. 
• Prizes: The only prize is bragging rights! The winning departments 

will be featured in the Next edition of the County Collective, due 
out at the end of December. 

Arizona Council for Exceptional Children (AZCEC) has
opened its awards for this year's AZCEC/AZCASE
Statewide Conference. They also are sending out a
call for papers to our education community to share
best practices in the field of special education.   
 
Review the CALL FOR PROPOSALS - CRITERIA HERE

Submit your 2026 Call for Proposals AZCEC/AZCASE
HERE 

Due November 24, 2025!

AZCEC will also be celebrating your Students,
Paraprofessionals, Teachers, and Leaders in Special
Education!! Please consider nominating any of your
teachers and students.  

You can submit your nominations by clicking HERE.  
Nominations must be received with all supporting
documents no later than November 24, 2025.

Please click on the links below to view the awards: 
“I Can Do It” Student Award  
The AZCEC Outstanding Paraeducator Award 
Special Education Teacher of the Year Award 
Special Educator Rising Star Award
Special Education Lifetime Achievement Award
Distinguished Service to Exceptional Children
Award
Promoting Innovative Practices Grant

Source: AZCEC

DRIVE
Thisholidayseason the YavapaiCountyBoardof

Supervisors has partneredwith
 

Yavapai CASA for Kids Foundation 
to collect unwrapped toys for approximately 250 children

who are under the care of the Yavapai County Juvenile
Court due to abuse and/or neglect. These children come

from families throughout Yavapai County and are in 
licensed foster and relative placements.

Toy Donations will be accepted through 
December 8, 2025.

All gifts collected will be taken to a distribution site where
foster parents, relatives, Court Appointed Special

Advocates and Department of Child Safety workers will
come and select special gifts for the children they work 

with.

A collection box has been placed in the
Supervisor’s Office located on the third floor of

the County Administration Building (Fair Street). 

CHRISTMAS TOY 

This competition is a great way to start a new tradition. We plan
to display this year’s ornaments on the next year’s tree, so be sure
to date them. We can’t wait to see what you all create! Send your
creations to David McAtee at the County Administrative Building, 1015
Fair St, 3rd Floor Room 327 Prescott. 

https://www.cognia.org/board-governance-certification/
https://www.cognia.org/board-governance-certification/
https://azcec.org/events/arizona-state-conference
https://azcec.org/events/arizona-state-conference
https://azcec.org/events/arizona-state-conference
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KY-2Ug3WQMJSgAQm9ZIIMiYsNuVJak8u/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-UIjuqDzFky9piy66GFb6m7DOQB1elkSxtDyMHEBWjnxdIQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-UIjuqDzFky9piy66GFb6m7DOQB1elkSxtDyMHEBWjnxdIQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-UIjuqDzFky9piy66GFb6m7DOQB1elkSxtDyMHEBWjnxdIQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDoRdUnzKX6tMKdeNL6vavroS8Vuv7lNbNj_Ro57ArUIkyzw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oSdTDLHbMm7VQ5QghRwe6ebEo5-YgJo62nPqIg6NK98/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oSdTDLHbMm7VQ5QghRwe6ebEo5-YgJo62nPqIg6NK98/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-lLhg0NqPz9-uow6_rk9pUnnCCdocXhiX1Q3UYSHByw/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lV6YU9JESxor9ZfecXD2voskLp3FY3el14ii9iXDZfA/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wv5Ykye2L1I2jsYhnfdOi02TOZfw7UdV1xi8SN9Lzq8/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18pU5GdXVqoeRCB5L8xDHB7H_AcyWZGbgjXyIfR56UTA/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v30IAAXDjupzKlrR74MyW75bcu98GMP_1UweWtjVdVc/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v30IAAXDjupzKlrR74MyW75bcu98GMP_1UweWtjVdVc/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kwgH31gum5x06L5nT1t-T-oVExG5npVyHr9PkldrCGw/edit?tab=t.0
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Deadline for Schools to Enroll 
Deadline to Complete School Spelling Bees 

Deadline to Complete District/Organization Spelling Bees 

Deadline to Complete County Spelling Bee

December 31, 2025 
January 9, 2026 

January 30, 2026

February 21, 2026 

REMINDER:  Don’t forget to enroll your school at SpellingBee.com and pay the $199
enrollment fee to prepare for the Yavapai County Spelling Bee. You’ll have online access
to classroom and school materials—including study lists, competition guides. 

Your enrollment also ensures that your school champion will advance to compete in our
Yavapai County Spelling Bee in February 2026. The winner of our county bee will move on to
the Arizona State Spelling Bee, with the opportunity to represent Arizona at the national
competition in Washington, D.C., in May 2026. 

Contact Audrey with Spelling Bee questions at Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov . 

Arizona is first in the nation in the percentage of
students using Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools,
according to State Superintendent of Public
Instruction Tom Horne. More than 170,000 Arizona
students are now using AI-powered tutoring to
enhance their academic performance. That figure
represents 16 % of all public school students, and it is
expected to grow.

Last year, Horne directed the Arizona Department of
Education to invest $1.5 million to help schools
access Khanmigo, an AI tutoring system designed to
promote active learning.

Horne also highlighted the Department’s efforts to
support educators through the Arizona Digital
Educators Library (ADEL), an online AI platform
designed to assist teachers in creating lesson plans
and developing classroom materials aligned with
Arizona’s academic standards. ADEL has enrolled
over 4,000 users, along with 50 ambassadors
charged with extending the reach of the platform
across Arizona.

Find this interesting? Read more at Horne and AI
Tools for Students.

AZ Leads in Using AI As
Learning Tool

Source: AZ Dept. of Education

Grants,
competitions,

awards, and more!
Large, multi-year

projects for districts
or smaller

enhancements for
classrooms ...we’ll

share what we find in
grant opportunities. 

OR

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES
The latest additions are highlighted in

yellow on the website. Here are just some
NEW opportunities 

Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire
Management   2025 Green Campus Grant
Up to $40K      Nov 13, 2025
To encourage and promote the development
and conservation of greenspaces with native
tree species. 

Samsung      Solve for Tomorrow
Total of $100K to be awarded to 500 projects
Nov 5, 2025
Student-led projects using STEM to create
change in community.

FREE for Arizona students in grades 6-12! As part of Civics Matters AZ, from the generous support of the
Arizona Cardinals, all Arizona students in grades 6-12 are invited to the Cardinals' stadium for the AZ
Civics Summit on Tuesday, January 20, 2026.

Teachers, students, and administrators are invited to join from 10 am– 2 pm for a field trip dedicated to
civic education which will include elected officials, experiential activities and sessions, professional
development for teachers, and more.

This is an opportunity to get the next generation involved in civics.

Click HERE or for more information and to sign up for the event.
Source: Civic Matters Arizona

https://spellingbee.com/
mailto:Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov
mailto:Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov
mailto:Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov
https://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/paasport
https://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/paasport
https://www.azed.gov/communications/arizona-first-nation-percentage-students-using-ai-learning-tool
https://www.azed.gov/communications/arizona-first-nation-percentage-students-using-ai-learning-tool
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
https://civicsmattersaz.com/


2026 NCAA Women’s Final Four 

 
How It Works 

 
Proven Impact 

 
Why 3rd Grade? 

 
Why Your School Should Join 

About the Program 
Helios Education Foundation

 

 
2026 NCAA Read to the Final Four 

Contact:  

3rdgradeis the pivot year: from learning to read → 
Strong reading habits = higher test scores & lifelong success 

Boostsliteracy ina fun & competitive way
Supports statewide academic benchmarks
Recognition for schools & students
Prizes + spotlight during 2026 NCAA Women’s Final Four weekend 

 Be part ofArizona’s biggestreadingmovement!
Register your schoolhere: 

Dominiqua Reed
readtothefinalfour@azsportsalliance.com

 

2017 (Phoenix – Men’s Final Four): 394 schools, 6M+ minutes read, 34,000+ students
2024 (Phoenix – Men’s Final Four): 242 schools, 20M+ minutes read, 15,000+ students
Parents, teachers & principals report: “Our kids couldn’t put their books down!” 

Read to the Final Four (RTTFF) presentedby is a FREE, 
statewide reading challenge designedtoinspire aloveof reading in 3rdgrade students. 

Created by the NCAA in 2016, the program has reached millions of students nationwide, helping 
them improve literacy while enjoying the excitement of March Madness. 

1. Schoolssign up using Beanstack (free & statewide)
2. Fall 2025: Staff will log average reading minutes in the qualifying season
3. Jan 2026: Top 68 schools enter the bracket challenge, compete to advance to next round 

a. Schools who do not advance will continue reading to earn prizes in Best of the Rest 
4. April 2nd, 2026: The Final Four schools will celebrate at Tourney Town presented by Capital 

One & one school will be crowned the Ultimate Reading Champion. 

•
• 

•
•
• 

readingtolearn 

•
•
•
• 

Community | 2026NCAAWomen'sFinalFourPhoenix 

 YCESA News                                                       November  2025                                                                      p. 4  

State Supt. of Public Instruction Tom Horne says he
strongly disagrees with postponing the effort to
remove Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI)
language from state teaching standards by the State
School Board, saying the federal government may
withhold an estimated $866 million and this issue
must be addressed immediately. 

This issue has been placed on the board’s December
agenda.

Read more about Horne’s position at Horne Dissents
State Board’s Delay On DEI.

Addressing DEI Language
in Teaching 

Source: AZ Dept. of Education

Steve King, Yavapai County Superintendent of
Schools, and educators throughout the county are
focusing on early childhood literacy. 

While some districts have great early literacy and
phonics-based reading programs, others need help.
It’s important that they can have the resources
they need to achieve their goals. If students can’t
achieve proficiency in reading by third grade, they
have a difficult time catching up.

King said the Yavapai County Board of Supervisors
dedicated money to education so children could
become fluent readers. It’s the only county across
the state funding this initiative. The money went to
help train individuals who work in the schools on
the most effective ways to teach reading. 

The goal is for every teacher in the county to have a
literacy endorsement by 2028. The K-5 Literacy
Endorsement requires teachers in grades K-5 to
participate in additional extensive training in
reading instruction and intervention, specifically in
the science of reading.

Find more about this effort at dCourier.com
Importance of Early Literacy. 

Source: A. Celaya, The Daily Courier, 11/01/2025

Early Childhood Literacy in
Yavapai County

Teachers are being terrorized by the
numbers 6 and 7. Every time the
numbers come up in any way—math,
music, literature, sports and on and
one—the kids breakout chanting “6-
7” and doing a hand see-saw. 

Source: the74million.org  

It’s not sixty-seven! It’s six – seven!  It has even been
declared the word of 2025 by Dictionary.com: “6-7.”

What does it all mean? Check out this YouTube video
SIX-SEVEN.

https://readtothefinalfourarizona.beanstack.org/reader365
https://readtothefinalfourarizona.beanstack.org/reader365
mailto:readtothefinalfour@azsportsalliance.com
mailto:readtothefinalfour@azsportsalliance.com
https://readtothefinalfourarizona.beanstack.org/reader365
mailto:readtothefinalfour@azsportsalliance.com
mailto:readtothefinalfour@azsportsalliance.com
https://phoenixfinalfour.com/community/
https://readtothefinalfourarizona.beanstack.org/reader365
https://readtothefinalfourarizona.beanstack.org/reader365
https://readtothefinalfourarizona.beanstack.org/reader365
https://phoenixfinalfour.com/community/
https://phoenixfinalfour.com/community/
https://www.azed.gov/communications/horne-dissents-state-board-vote-delay-process-remove-dei-language-teaching-standards
https://www.azed.gov/communications/horne-dissents-state-board-vote-delay-process-remove-dei-language-teaching-standards
https://www.dcourier.com/news/yavapai-county-educators-stress-importance-of-early-childhood-literacy/article_c56f495d-29c3-4c10-8c6a-ba5024c06c70.html
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/FWjHZCT0QsE
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Yavapai County Education Service Agency 
Holiday Greeting Card Design Contest
 
REMINDER! The 18  Annual YCESA Holiday Card Contest is nearing
the deadline to join in on the fun. Drop off or mail your student entries
by 5:00 pm, Nov. 13 . 

th

th

Requirements are available at YCESA Holiday Card Contest.

Mail or drop off submissions:
Yavapai County Education Service Agency

C/O Audrey Isley
2970 Centerpointe East Dr.

Prescott, AZ 86301 

 
Please contact Audrey Isley with any questions at 928-442-5138. 

from Supt. Steve King and the YCESA Staff  

https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Holiday-Card-Guidelines.pdf

