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shortage remains in a catastrophic state. More than 1,000 Arizona teachers quit the profession since July of this
year. In excess of 4,000 teaching positions are vacant and being covered by long-term substitutes or other part-
time methods, with almost 1,400 completely unfilled.

The survey was conducted in late August with 523 (83%) of all 629 Arizona districts and charters responding. It
reports that 763 career teachers resigned after July 1 of this year or didn’t report to work, and 292 teachers have
resigned since the start of the current school year, a total of 1,055.

It also reveals that just over 4,200 teaching positions remain vacant with about 30% being covered by long-term
substitutes, nearly 24% filled by existing teachers working through preparation or planning time to cover a vacant
position and nearly 23% covered by agency temporary personnel.

Horne concluded, “Just about any classroom teacher can tell you what is needed to thrive as educators and lead
students to academic excellence. Better pay and robust support from administrators on discipline are vital”

Source: Arizona Department of Education

Rural Arizona ESA Use Greater
Than In Urban Areas

students, 25,591 live in rural Arizona. That accounts for

sreoncen oemer 30% of ESA recipients in a state where only 21% of the
Sean Rickert, President, Arizona Rural Schools Assoc- student population comes from rural schools. Of the
iation (ARSA), took a look at the latest Empowerment 226,000 students attending rural schools, 11.32%

Scholarship Account (ESA) program utilization through a participate in the ESA program.
rural lens.
So, it appears ESA enrollment is more prevalent in the
Data used in this analysis comes primarily from the ESA  rural counties.
FY25 Q4 Report published by the Arizona Department of
Education pursuant to §ARS 15-2406. Included in that Yavapai County shows 28,900 student enrollment and

report is a wealth of information about who receives 3,834 students (13.27%) using ESAs.

ESAs, where they attended school before receiving an

ESA, and where they live. It also contains much more Rickert provides breakout numbers for each county and
demographic information. a further analysis of ESA in rural areas. His full report

can be found at ESA Utilization in Rural Arizona.

Here’s what he found. First, of the state’s 1.1 million K-12

students 7.75% are ESA recipients. Of those 85,195 Source: Arizona Rural Schools Association
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Don’t forget the Yavapai County Board of Supervisors and Yavapai CASA for Kids Foundatiom 2N
Toy Drive! A collection box for unwrapped toys has been placed in the Supervisor’s Officeg '
located on the third floor of the County Administration Building (Fair Street). —
Toy donations are accepted through December 8th. =
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Quad City Administrators
1:00 pm @ YCESA Training Rm
Dec 17

Jan/Feb (Countywide Meeting)
Feb18 Mar25 Apr22 May?20

Verde Valley Superintendents

- 10:00 am (unless shown)
2025-2026 Calendar Dec 18 (Mingus Union) Jan/Feb(Countywide Meeting)
Jan/Feb County Administrators’ Meeting, Feb 9 (Yavapai College) Mar 26 (VACTE)

2026 TBD Prescott area, TBD Apr 23 (Camp Verde) May 21 (TBD)



http://www.yavapaico.esa.gov/
https://www.azruralschools.org/news/esa-utilization-rural-arizona
https://www.azed.gov/teach/err-dashboards-survey-data
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Lower Bills, Faster Speeds: Broadband Prices Decline

Over the last 10 years, internet pricing nationally has decreased by 43.1% while the cost of consumer goods and
services has increased by 35.8% over the same time period.

USTelecom, a national broadband association of technology innovators, has released its 2025 Broadband Pricing
Index. The full USTelecom report is available at 2025 Broadband Pricing Index.

"In a period where every dollar counts for most Americans, consumer broadband services are delivering another
year of declining prices and faster speeds. This sixth edition of USTelecom’s Broadband Pricing Index shows U.S.
broadband services have continued a long-running trend of pairing faster speeds with lower bills. These price
declines stand in sharp contrast to overall U.S. inflation, which stood at 2.4% from March 2024 to March 2025. The
continued progress of broadband affordability and quality over the past year adds to a 10-year record of soaring
consumer value. Indeed, broadband prices for today’s most popular services (100-940 Mbps) havedeclined by
43.1% over the past 10 years, while the cost of overall consumer goods and services hasrisenby 35.8%."

YCESA E-Rate Services Director Frank Vander Horst reports the average cost per Mbps in Yavapai County has
decreased more than 90% over the last 8 years.

Source: USTelecom; Frank Vander Horst, YCESA

Teacher Scholarships Application Open

m The annual Gardner Family Teacher Scholarship is available to qualified applicants who
plan to teach in a K-12 position in Yavapai County. Several scholarships for a minimum
of $2,500 each are awarded to help offset tuition and textbook expenses at accredited
colleges and universities offering education programs.

Teacher Ly

[osounir: ()
The scholarship is open to high school students, undergraduates enrolled in a teaching program as well as to
displaced teachers who need additional coursework to stay in their positions. A person’s potential to be a
highly successful classroom teacher is the primary consideration when awarding this scholarship. Financial
need may also be considered.

Guidelines & Application
Click here for Application Guidelines. Apply online at GiFTS Scholarships.
Successful applications will include letters of reommendation and answers to two essay questions.

The application period is open until March 4, 2026.
For questions, contact Audrey Isley at audrey.isley@yavapaiaz.gov or (928) 442-5138.

New Board Member Appointment

SCHOOL DISTRICT

Yavapai County School Supt. Steve King is honored to announce the appointment of Stacey Burns to the Skull
Valley Elementary School Board to fill the seat vacated by Jessica Mozdziock.

Mrs. Burns is an active community member and parent, has been very involved in her children’s school, and is
dedicated to enhancing education within the district. Supt. King is confident that her experience will effect-
ively address the needs of students, parents, and staff, while reinforcing the Board’s focus on community
engagement. Congratulations, Stacey!

The appointment comes after a comprehensive interview process with Governing Board members and district
staff. For further inquiries, please contact Education Elections Coordinator Audrey Isley at 928-442-5138 or
audrey.isley@yavapaiaz.gov .

Source: Audrey Isley, YCESA


https://ustelecom.org/research/2025-bpi/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Application-Guidelines.pdf
https://form.jotform.com/73414222180950
mailto:audrey.isley@yavapai.us
mailto:audrey.isley@yavapaiaz.gov
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Be a Part of the 2026 Regional Verde Valley
SciTech Festival by Hosting an Event (or Several!)

Goals of Festival, Participants will:

« Gain exposure to new STEAM concepts and skills

« Engage in hands-on learning experiences

« Develop critical-thinking skills

« Become familiar with VV STEM organizations and their offerings

Festival events must:

Take place in February 2026

Be free-of-cost to the public

« Relate to a STEAM topic (science, technology, engineering, art, math) &
activities should be fun, engaging, hands-on, educational

« Maximum of 10 events per organization

.

How can you register your event(s)?
« Complete the event registration form BY DECEMBER 5th

What are the responsibilities of participating organizations?

« Let the public know about your events with promotional emails and social
media (press releases encouraged, too!)- please use the We <3 STEM VV
logo on your marketing materials

« Administer a survey for each event and share results with Science Vortex
by mid-March

« Allorganizations participating will attend the kick-off event with a tabling
activity (bring your own tables/chairs/tents):

Saturday, January 31st, 10AM-1PM at the Science Vortex

Questions?

« Email vvscitechfest2026@gmail.com S?E"
Verde Valley
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Wyman is New
Director of ARSA

The Arizona Rural Schools Association (ARSA)

announced the appointment of Dr. Greg Wyman as its

new Executive Director. Wyman brings a wealth of
experience and a deep commitment to the unique
needs of rural education in Arizona, making him an
ideal leader to guide ARSA into its next chapter.

Wyman has been an educator—teacher, principal,
associate superintendent, and superintendent—for
forty years. Currently Superintendent for the J.O.
Combs Unified School District, he has led small rural

districts and large suburban districts, gaining a strong

understandingof the unique challenges facing a

variety of school districts. He received recognition for

his work by being honored as the Arizona Mid-Size
School District Superintendent of the Year in
December 2022.

Welcome to Dr. Wyman! He can be contacted at
execdir@azruralschools.org .

Source: Arizona Rural School Association

The Office of Arts Education will be hosting a state-
wide arts festival in celebration of Youth Arts Month
on March 31, 2026, at Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza
beginning at 9 am.

ADE YAM Fest will shine a spotlight on student
creativity and the value of arts education, showcasing
performances and artwork by students across our
great state.

District, private and charter school staff are
encouraged to submit a visual art piece or perform-
ance ensemble to be featured at the festival. Don’t
miss this opportunity! Visit the ADE YAM Fest website
below for details.
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https://forms.gle/GTahtd4qW1zWBrv59
https://forms.gle/GTahtd4qW1zWBrv59
https://forms.gle/GTahtd4qW1zWBrv59
https://forms.gle/GTahtd4qW1zWBrv59
mailto:vvscitechfest2025@gmail.com
mailto:vvscitechfest2025@gmail.com
mailto:vvscitechfest2025@gmail.com
mailto:execdir@azruralschools.org
https://www.azed.gov/.../arizona-youth-arts-month-festival
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CIVICS MATTERS

CIVICS SUMMIT

JANUARY 20, 2026
STATE FARM STADIUM

TEACHERS, STUDENTS, AND ADMINISTRATORS ARE INVITED
TO JOIN US FROM 10 AM-Z PM FOR A FIELD TRIP
DEDICATED TO CIVIC ENGAGEMENT WHICH WILL INCLUDE:

generation involv
something you don't want to miss.

VISIT CIVICSMATTERSAZ.COM TODAY
TO LEARN MORE AND SECURE YOUR SPOT!

[ ]
KATIE HOBBS C &E!%glmﬁ

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to help with the event.
Please let Dr. Tighe know if you can help
(ptighe@azsa.org).

ELOREAYP
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“, REMINDER: Schools participating in the

= 2026 Yavapai County Spelling Bee must
_register by Dec. 31st.

“““Guidelines are available at Yavapai County
Spelling Bee for 2026.

Contact Audrey with Spelling Bee
questions at Audrey.lsley@yavapaiaz.gov .

Leading Online Pedagogy and
Engagement (L.O.P.E.) Conference

The Grand Canyon University College of Education is
offering a free conference hosted by the Department of
Online Teaching and Learning on April 1, 2026.

The virtual conference will focus on bridging convers-
ations across PreK-12 education, higher education, and
industry, with an emphasis on how Al can unify learning
eco-systems and prepare both learners and leaders to
thrive in an Al-driven world.

Link to conference information: L.O.P.E. Conference

Source: GCU

% FIRST THINGS FIRST
Funding Decline With Drop In

Tobacco Sales
Cigarettes are slowly going out of style, replaced by
vaping and nicotine products over the last decade. That
also means the state’s tax on tobacco has garnered less
and less cash each year — which is draining a major
revenue source for First Things First programs that
benefit Arizona’s children.

Revenues began to drop 10 years ago, but the last four
years have seen a drop of about $76 million annually. FTF
leadership is looking for ways to sustain their current
programs, like those that connect families to health
services, family resources, and improve quality access
care, as well as provide child care scholarships. Tobacco
funding is a blessing and a curse.

Regional FTF councils submit their proposals for
programs in 3-year cycles, and it will be up to the state
FTF board to decide what makes the cut.

Source: First Things First
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GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

The latest additions are highlighted in yellow on
the website. Here are just some NEW
opportunities

L1

Arizona Game & Fish Department

Heritage K-12 Small Grant Program

Up to $3,000 ea

Jan 1, 2026 (dependent on availability of funds)

To help implement quality wildlife education in
classrooms. Options: Bone Box Development, Standards-
based Lessons and Resources, 3-D printing in Wildlife
Education, Expand Teacher Access to Wildlife-related
Professional Development

Dell Technologies Grants Support Program
Amount Varies Open application
To help get your technology projects funded.



https://lopeconference.gcu.edu/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Spelling-Bee-2025-2026.pdf
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Spelling-Bee-2025-2026.pdf
mailto:Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
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Yavapai County Education Service Agency

Holiday Greeting Card Design Contest

A huge congratulations to the following students who crafted the award-winning designs that are spreading joy
throughout Yavapai County and Arizona: K-2: Fannie Doh - Liberty Traditional School; 3-5: Haylee Bryden -
Prescott Valley Charter School; 6-8: Amelia Chisholm — Tri-City College Prep; 9-12: Ava Sokoloski — Prescott High
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