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It’s a major victory for counties, including Yavapai!
Congress passed the bipartisan Secure Rural Schools
(SRS) Reauthorization Act of 2025 (S. 356) on Dec. 9.
Supported by Rep. Eli Crane (R), the bill provides
payments to counties for FY 2024 and FY 2025 and
reauthorizes the SRS program through the end of FY
2026. This program is the longstanding bipartisan
funding mechanism rural schools have relied on for 25
years as compensation for communities with large areas
of federal land ineligible for taxation. 

Yavapai County Supt. Steve King credits Rep. Crane with
co-sponsoring and working for support of the bill. King
also visited the congressional representatives in Wash-
ington, DC, to seek support for the bill. Pres. Trump
signed the SRS bill into law on Dec. 18, 2025.

Yavapai County receives about $1.3 million a year in SRS
funding. Half of the funding goes to individual school
districts, based on enrollment, with the other half paid
to the voluntary cooperative Forest Fee Management
Association. The FFMA supports such collective services
as elections, an elections lobbyist, crisis counselors,
teacher recruitment, substitute consolidation services
and technology, provided to all member districts.

You can find more about the shared services program at
FFMA.

Relief for Yavapai County
Districts with SRS Passing

Source: National Association of Counties; J. Wright,
The Daily Courier, 12/13/2025

Beginning this academic year, Yavapai County
became the first county in the state to financially
support a broad-based education initiative. The
Science of Reading initiative is a new phonics-
based instruction plan.

County School Supt. Steve King said the Science of
Reading focuses on moving away from “whole
language” learning, which involves learning through
“predictive text” models, to using phonics to learn
to decode parts of a word. Phonics is using
instruction to understand the oral, spoken parts of
language and then connecting that to the letter
symbol later. 

With Cottonwood-Oak Creek ESD beginning
implementation of phonics instruction over the
past five years, King wants to see the support of it
at the rest of the county school districts. The Verde
Valley districts are not identical, but get together
regularly to discuss differences and similarities
and what works in teaching reading with each
population. 

Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and
Spelling (LETRS) helps teachers learn how to
implement the science of reading into classrooms
and give the teachers literacy endorsements, as
required by state law. The training takes time and is
costly. However, King’s request for funding a
countywide trainer was struck from the budget by
the Board of Supervisors.

King then advocated at the budget hearings for
funding of $100,000 a year for three years to
“propagate, expand and embed  the Science of
Reading across the entire county,” with an annual
report and the Board’s assessment of progress. The
initiative plans to use its own LETRS trainers to
ease the financial burden.
 
With Supervisor Nikki Check’s input on early
education preventing legal problems later in life
and the positive impact on the economics of
locating industry and jobs, the supervisors
unanimously approved the budget.

The cross-district training sessions have begun in
the Verde Valley and are being coordinated by the
Yavapai County Education Service Agency
throughout the county.

County Supports Broad-Based
Education Initiative 

Source:  J. Kling, JournalAZ.com, 12/6/2025 

http://www.yavapaico.esa.gov/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/356
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/forest-fee-management-association/
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Yavapai County School Supt. Steve King announced a
vacancy on the Seligman USD Governing Board after
the resignation of Board Member Diane Pritchett
effective Dec. 11, 2025. He honored Ms. Pritchett’s
service to the district and community.

Supt. King invited letters of interest, resumes, and
recommendations to this nonpartisan position with the
deadline being Jan. 2, 2026. He will interview finalists at
Seligman USD on Monday, Jan. 5, 2026, and announce
the appointment by Wednesday, Jan. 7, 2026. 

If you have questions, please call Audrey Isley at 928-
442-5138 or email Audrey.Isley@Yavapaiaz.gov .

Supt.  Steve King also announced a vacancy on the
Mountain Institute of Career and Technology Education
District (MICTED) Governing Board, representing
Seligman USD, effective December 4, 2025. The opening
is due to Board Member Edee Spain’s move out of the
district. We appreciate her service.  

King accepted letters of interest and recommendations
to this nonpartisan position with the deadline being Jan.
2, 2026. He will interview finalists at Seligman USD on
Monday, Jan. 5, 2026, and announce the appointment by
Wednesday, Jan. 7, 2026. 

If you have questions, please call Audrey Isley at 928-
442-5138 or email Audrey.Isley@Yavapaiaz.gov .

Source: Audrey Isley, YCESA Elections

Governing Board Appointments for Seligman USD and MICTED

Deadline for
Schools to Enroll

Deadline to Complete
School Spelling Bees
Deadline to Complete
District/Organization 

 Spelling Bees

Jan. 30, 2026

Yavapai County 
Spelling Bee Feb. 7, 2026

★

Once you have held your school bee, please use this form to
register your winner and runner-up!

The Yavapai County Spelling Bee will take place on February
7, 2026, at the Camp Verde Unified School District: 210
Camp Lincoln Rd., Camp Verde, AZ 86322.

Contact Audrey with Spelling Bee questions at
Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov .

A final reminder for any schools
registered to participate in the
County Spelling Bee…

America’s Field Trip 
America’s Field Trip is a nationwide student contest sponsoredby America250,the official
nonpartisan entity charged by Congress with planning the nation’s Semiquincentennial, also known as
the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. America’s Field Trip invites
students in grades 3–12 to be part of this historic milestone by sharing their perspectives on what
America means to them — with the chance to earn a once-in-a-lifetime field trip experience at one of
16 different iconic American landmarks or cultural sites, including Mount Rushmore, the National
Archives Museum, Kennedy Space Center, and Yellowstone National Park — just to name a few. 

Visit America250.org/FieldTrip/Rules for Official Contest Rules. 

Deadline: Monday, March 30, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. PT/8:00 p.m. ET. 

Eligibility: Any student in grades 3–12 who is a legal resident of any of the 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, or the five U.S. territories is eligible to enter. First- and second-prize awardees from the 
previous two America’s Field Trip contests are not eligible to enter or win. 

Submission Requirements: Students at each grade level may create artwork, including physical 
artwork submitted through a high-res photo, a digital drawing, or a written response. 
Judging Criteria: A panel of current and former educators will evaluate submissions based on Student 
Voice (50%), Clarity of Idea (25%), and Presentation (25%). 
Prizes: NEW! 125 first-place awardees and their designated chaperone will receive travel and lodging for 
a three-day, two-night trip to a select historical or cultural site in July and August 2026. 125 second-place 
awardees will receive $500 cash awards and three educators will each earn $1,000. Award recipients will 
be notified in late April 2026. 

★

★

★

★

★

The scholarship is open to high school
students, undergraduates enrolled in a
teaching program as well as to displaced
teachers who need additional coursework to
stay in their positions. A person’s potential to
be a highly successful classroom teacher is the
primary consideration when awarding this
scholarship. Financial need may also be
considered.

Guidelines & Application
Click here for Application Guidelines.
Apply online at GiFTS Scholarships.

Successful applications will include letters of
recommendation and answers to two essay
questions. 

The application period is open until 
March 4, 2026.

For questions, contact Audrey Isley at
audrey.isley@yavapaiaz.gov or (928) 442-5138.

The annual Gardner Family
Teacher Scholarship is available to
qualified applicants who plan to
teach in a K-12 position in Yavapai
County. Several scholarships for a
minimum of $2,500 each are
awarded  to help offset tuition and
textbook expenses at accredited
colleges and universities offering
education programs.

Teacher Scholarships Available

mailto:Audrey.Isley@Yavapaiaz.gov
mailto:Audrey.Isley@Yavapaiaz.gov
https://form.jotform.com/62627010954958
mailto:Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov
https://america250.org/fieldtrip/
https://america250.org/fieldtrip/
https://america250.org/fieldtrip/rules/
https://america250.org/fieldtrip/rules/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Application-Guidelines.pdf
https://form.jotform.com/73414222180950
mailto:audrey.isley@yavapai.us
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The Arizona Department of Education posts a monthly newsletter with updates on conferences, certifications,
academic heroes, and much more. You can take a look at the December 2025 AZEDition Newsletter here. 

A bit of interesting information this month deals with how Title II funds can be used to help teachers master
digital learning strategies. These are Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) dollars to improve teacher and principal
quality by supporting activities like professional development, recruitment, mentoring, and class size reduction
for student achievement. 

The Title II funds can be used for blended learning where technology meets face-to-face instruction to create
better learning experiences for students. For teachers, this means new opportunities to innovate. Schools can use
these funds for online professional development, webinars, simulations, and even digital badges to recognize new
skills. Districts can also invest in instructional coaches who guide teachers in using devices, platforms, and online
assessments effectively.

Title II funds can help teachers analyze student data and adapt instruction. Districts can offer virtual conferences
and online communities of practice.

It’s an opportunity to help teachers teach in the digital age.
Source: AZ Department of Education

Title II Funding for Training Teachers
in Digital Strategies

In a repeat of 2025, school district governing
board and staff practices are expected to be at the
forefront of the upcoming legislative session, with
several school board bills already being prefiled
by lawmakers.

State Rep. Teresa Martinez (R) has filed a bill to
allow school board members to pray before
governing board meetings. 

Rep. David Livingston (R) has proposed House Bill
2075 (school districts; employment contracts) that
would require each school board to provide the
Arizona Department of Education with copies of
employment contracts and an analysis of benefits
offered to superintendents, assistant super-
intendents and chief financial officers. This bill
comes after one district raised its superintend-
ent’s salary and then cut more than 160 district
jobs amid a $20 million budget shortfall. 

Another bill from Rep. Selina Bliss (R), House Bill
2076 (school safety; employee certification;
policies), would establish a Save Our Children
School Safety fund to award grants to school
districts for medical preparedness and crisis
response, allowing employees who complete a
certification program to carry a concealed firearm
on school if the district informs a local law
enforcement agency which employees are
carrying guns. This bill received no Democratic
support in the 2025 session.

There will be more bills to come with all eyes on
education.

Source: J. Thorington, Yellow Sheet, 1/2/2026

New Laws for School Boards, Staffs?

The Arizona Department of Education is leading the
charge to cut any language that could fall under the
federal government’s definition of diversity, equity and
inclusion (DEI) from teaching standards and framework
for English language learners. The State Board of
Education green-lighted these revisions but urged
transparency and preservation of DEI values in the
process.

An executive order from Pres. Trump pushed states to
eliminate DEI in education or face loss of federal
funding. With lingering questions for State Supt. Tom
Horne’s revisions plan, the State Board settled on a plan
including a stakeholder committee to draft and present
proposed revisions. 

The State Department of Education aims to bring
educators, administrators, course providers, higher
education insti-tutions, county superintendents and
stakeholders together to define DEI and implement any
necessary changes. The plan is to have representatives
from all 15 counties  to start working in February 2026.
The committee will then update the State Board on its
progress every other month.

Education DEI Revisions Begin

Source: K. Riley, AZ Capitol Times, 12/13/2025

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2025/12/AZEDition%20Newsletter%20Dec%202025.pdf
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Grants,
competitions,

awards, and more!
Large, multi-year

projects for districts
or smaller

enhancements for
classrooms ...we’ll

share what we find in
grant opportunities. 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

The latest additions are highlighted in yellow on
the website. Here are just some NEW

opportunities 
American Association of School Librarians
Innovative Reading Grants
$2,500 ea       Feb 1, 2026
To support the planning and implementation of a
unique and innovative program for K-9th learners
which motivates and encourages reading, especially
with struggling readers.

SRP     STEM Classroom Grants
Up to $5000 / school   Nov 1, 2025 – Feb 15, 2026
To develop projects and programs geared toward
state-mandated competencies. To support
innovative teaching strategies that improve student
performance in math and science.

Condolences to the family, friends,
and colleagues on the passing of
Kathleen Wiebke, a longtime
educator, mentor, leader and recent
appointee to the State Board of
Education. She has left a long 

AZ Loses Education Champions

As economic and technological changes impact employment opportunities and attitudes about post-secondary
education, K-12 school systems must keep pace as they develop programs to prepare students for life after high
school.  Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs have an evolving role in the pathways available to
students. To learn more, the EdWeek Research Center conducted a nationally representative survey of educa-
tors with CTE responsibilities in their schools or districts.

Results of the survey, fielded in September – October, 2025, indicate that these educators are experiencing a
surge in student interest in CTE opportunities while simultaneously grappling with resource constraints that
limit their ability to meet the demand for programs.

The Trump administration began moving workforce-connected programs—including the $1.4 billion Carl D.
Perkins Career and Technical Education grant program—from the Education Department to the Labor
Department. The Perkins program is the largest federal funding source for CTE programs.

 Educator Views on CTE

Source: EdWeek Research Center, Dec 2025

legacy of service and leadership, and a deep
devotion to Arizona’s students. She served public
education for more than 40 years as a teacher,
administrator, mentor, NAU K-12 Center director,
and more. Kathy became the first National Board
Certified Teacher in the state of Arizona in 1996. 

She touched countless lives as a champion for
education and kids.

Arizona lost another visionary educator
with the passing of Connie Harris, Ed.D. She
was an extraordinary and compassionate
leader with unwavering dedication to the
power of education. Connie had an influ-
ential career as a high school instructor

and principal, district administrator, assistant professor
at ASU’s Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College, and active
member of many professional organizations. As Exec-
utive Director of AdvancEd, she led transformative
strategic planning across Arizona and beyond. Yavapai
County was also honored with Connie’s service on the
Yavapai College Governing Board.

Our condolences to her family, friends, and many lives
she graced with her talents and passion for education.

https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/trump-admin-starts-moving-cte-to-labor-dept-after-supreme-court-order/2025/07
https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/trump-admin-starts-moving-cte-to-labor-dept-after-supreme-court-order/2025/07

