
He also touted the department’s ongoing work to assist schools that has resulted in impressive gains in
academic scores at multiple schools statewide.

Horne pointed out the success of schools that ensure classroom time is focused on teaching core academics.
Since the Department of Education took over Project Momentum, he stated that schools using this program
show double the progress in reading and three times the progress in math. 

Horne also promoted school choice, noting the interest in the Empowerment Scholarship Program (ESA) for
parents who want to choose the education, saying “I do not understand how anyone can say the parents do not
have a right to find a school that meets their child’s needs.”  In addition, he reminded lawmakers about his
efforts to grow career readiness through the Student Industry Partnership that helps students develop job skills.
He also urged the renewal of Proposition 123 with language to ensure teachers get a pay raise directly, not
through districts.

Lawmakers prodded Supt. Horne for more comprehensive data and not just words.

Check out Horne’s full speech at 2026 State of Education.

Feb 4

Feb 7

County Administrators’ Meeting,
Humboldt USD, Pronghorn Ridge MS,
6411 N Robert Rd. Prescott Valley, 7:30
am - 1:00 pm (no afternoon programs)

Yavapai County Spelling Bee, Camp
Verde USD, 210 Camp Lincoln Rd,
Camp Verde
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In his annual State of Education speech, State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom
Horne told the House Education Committee that students cannot achieve academically if
schools are not safe. He is asking lawmakers for more money for armed officers on campuses. 

Don’t forget the Yavapai Countywide Administrators’ Meeting!
Wednesday, Feb. 4th     7:30 am - 1:00 pm   Lunch and networking (no afternoon programs)

Pronghorn Ridge Middle School, Humboldt USD   6411 N Robert Rd., Prescott Valley

Click hear for the   AGENDA

Horne  Highlights Academic Success,  Need for More
Money for Resource Officers

Source: Dept. of Education; K. Riley,  AZ Capitol Times, 1/20/2026 

The dates for Governing Board open positions for Mingus Union HSD, Seligman USD, and
Mountain Institute Career and Technology Education District (MICTED) – Seligman were
rescheduled due to a family emergency for Yavapai County School Supt. Steve King. The 

Source:  Aubrey Isley, YCESA Elections

Governing Board Appointments Rescheduled

application deadline, interviews and appointments for Mingus are Jan. 30, Feb. 2, and Feb. 4 respectively; and
for both Seligman and MICTED – Seligman are Feb. 20, Feb. 23, and Feb. 25. 

You can find these updates at YCESA Recent Press Releases.

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2026/01/HORNE%202026%20STATE%20OF%20ED.pdf
http://www.yavapaico.esa.gov/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/February-Countywide-Agenda.pdf
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/press-releases/


★
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The annual Gardner Family Teacher Scholarship
deadline is approaching. The application period is
open until March 4, 2026.

The $2,500 scholarships are available to qualified
applicants who plan to teach in a K-12 position in
Yavapai County to help offset tuition and
textbook expenses at accredited colleges and
universities offering education programs.

Click here for Application Guidelines. Apply
online at GiFTS Scholarships.

For questions, contact Audrey Isley at
audrey.isley@yavapaiaz.gov or (928) 442-5138.

Teacher Scholarship
Deadline Approaching

The Verde Valley SciTech Festival is underway! The STEM festival will be bigger than ever, featuring over 70 free
events throughout the month of February. Please share this calendar with teachers, students and families.

There’s more information at Verde Valley SciTech Festival 2026

Source: Laurie Altringer, The Science Vortex Executive Director

Enrollment in the State Department of Education’s
Empowerment Scholarship Account (ESA) program has
officially surpassed 100,000 students. 

Since allowing any student to enroll at the end of 2022,
the program has grown from around 12,000 students
to 100,474 as of Jan. 26, and has increased gross costs
from $189 million to around $1 billion. 

Proponents of school choice herald continued growth
as a signal of the program’s success. While those
opposed claim a greater student count means con-
tinued funding and enrollment trouble in district and
charter schools. Public school advocates cite increased
school closures and inadequate funding for public
education. 

The Joint Legislative Budget Committee (JLBC)
estimated the program would reach 101,602 in FY2026
and 113,602 in FY2027. With more students comes
rising costs, with the DOE needing $59.8 million above
its original appropriation in FY2026 to cover an
increase in ESA awards and an estimated $154.2 million
more needed to cover growth in FY2027. 

Analysts continue to dispute oversight, future growth,
and budget impacts.

Source: K. Riley, AZ Capitol Times, 2/1/2026

ESAs Surpass 100,000 Students 

takes place on Saturday, February 7,
2026, at the Camp Verde Unified
School District: 210 Camp Lincoln
Rd., Camp Verde, AZ 86322.

Best of luck to all participants!

Questions? Contact Audrey at
Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov .

The Yavapai County Spelling Bee

https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Application-Guidelines.pdf
https://form.jotform.com/73414222180950
mailto:audrey.isley@yavapai.us
https://sciencevortex.org/vvscitechfestival2026/
mailto:Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov


Grants, competitions,
awards, and more!
Large, multi-year

projects for districts or
smaller enhancements
for classrooms ...we’ll
share what we find in
grant opportunities. 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

The latest additions are highlighted in yellow on
the website. Here are just some NEW

opportunities 

Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Youth Literacy Grants
Up to $3,000 ea     Opens Mar 5, 2026
To help K-12 students that are below grade level or
having trouble reading. 

Special Education Foundation
Classroom Innovation Grants 
Up to $1,500 ea         Feb 28, 2026
To assist teachers in developing and implementing
creative projects that make a significant impact on
students with disabilities. 
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The Arizona Department of Education deems no revision is necessary for the 2026
Empowerment Scholarship Account handbook this year, according to State Supt.Tom
Horne. 

The ESA administrative code requires the department to provide the State Board of
Education with a handbook detailing the program's policies and processes by March 1 of
each year. This year’s parent handbook will remain the same as the 2024-2025 handbook.

Source: K. Riley, AZ Capitol Times, 1/27/2026

No Revisions in 2026 ESA Handbook

First Things First, Arizona’s early childhood agency, is
recruiting volunteers to serve on its 28 regional
partnership councils across the state. These councils
play a critical role in strengthening local early child-
hood systems and helping babies, toddlers and
preschoolers enter school healthy and ready to
succeed.

They are looking for individuals who:
Care deeply about the well-being of young children
and families
Bring professional knowledge, lived experience or a
trusted community perspective
Are willing to serve and champion early childhood

Applying is easy. Applications will be reviewed in
Spring 2026, with 4-year terms beginning July 1, 2026.
Candidates must live or work in the region they wish to
represent.

Please share this opportunity with your colleagues,
partners and networks. Learn more and apply at First
Things First - Serve.

Your Chance to Help Children

Governor Katie Hobbs has vetoed 390 bills during
her first three years in office. The Arizona Capitol
Times analyzed these vetoes and organized them
into a database available at all 390 vetoes. They
broke them down by category, sponsor, and
session.

Among the vetoes are some 28 dealing with
education. Hobbs’s top veto categories, however,
were elections, state government, and
groundwater.  Those categories likely see many
vetoes in part because of the large number of bills
introduced on those topics. 

A number of the vetoed bills will appear again in
the 2026 legislative sessions. You might use the
data-base to follow legislation pertaining to
education.

Source: R. Priest, AZ Capitol Times, 1/9/2026

Governor’s Vetoes
and Education

Source: First Things First

https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
https://www.firstthingsfirst.org/Serve-AZ-Community/?utm_source=First+Things+First&utm_campaign=fca47064f4-2026_RPC_Recruitment_01_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-131d95fc74-498754155
https://www.firstthingsfirst.org/Serve-AZ-Community/?utm_source=First+Things+First&utm_campaign=fca47064f4-2026_RPC_Recruitment_01_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-131d95fc74-498754155
https://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/4yrQy/1/


ARIZONA 
HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY

Why Apply?
Participants will gain hands-on
training through:

What’s Covered
 • Mileagereimbursement

($0.67/mile)
•Hotel accommodations 

(up to $200/night)
•All workshop materials
• 20 recertification hours

•Library of Congress primary
source strategies

•Utilizing the Teaching with Primary
Sources Network

•Navigating the Arizona State
Library & Archives

•A special introduction to National
History Day as an opportunity for
students inside and outside the
classroom to apply primary and
secondary source use in a fun and
engaging way.

Teachers will leave with ready-to-use 
lessons, time to develop Arizona State 
Standards-aligned curriculum, and 
opportunities to share their work statewide.

Click here to apply!

TEACHING WITH
PRIMARY SOURCES &
NATIONAL HISTORY DAY
ARIZONA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY’S 2026 RURAL
TEACHER WORKSHOPS

 The Arizona Historical Societyinvites ruraleducators 
to apply for the 2026 Rural Teacher National History
Day (NHD) Workshops, an immersive, two-day
professional development experience focused on
teaching with primary and secondary sources. If you
want your students (4th-12th grade) to move beyond
textbooks by learning how to analyze evidence, ask
meaningful questions, and build historical arguments
– this workshop is for you. 

 
Please apply if you are: 

• Accredited educators working in public or tribal 
school districts 

•Schools located at least 60 miles from Tempe,
Tucson, or Flagstaff 

While selection is limited to one teacher per county
and tribal nation, up to two teachers per district
are encouraged to apply in case space becomes
available. 

WhoIsEligible?

Questions?
Contact Holly Barnard at
hbarnard@azhs.gov

 
Arizona Heritage Center – Tempe

 

 
Arizona History Museum – Tucson

 

 
Northern Arizona University – Flagstaff

 

Applications must be submitted at least 14
days before the workshop you plan to attend.

 

 
(Selectoneofthefollowinglocationswhen applying)

Spots are extremely limited – onlyonerural teacher
from each Arizona county and tribal nation will be
selected for this opportunity.

2026 Workshop Dates & Locations

• Friday,March27, 2026 | 5:00- 6:30 p.m.
• Saturday, March 28, 2026 | 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

 

• Friday,February6, 2026 | 5:00- 6:30 p.m.
• Saturday, February 7, 2026 | 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

• Friday,January23, 2026 | 5:00- 6:30 p.m.
• Saturday, January 24, 2026 | 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

949 E. 2nd Street, Tucson, AZ 85719

1900 S. Knoles Dr, Flagstaff, AZ 86011

1300 N. College Ave, Tempe, AZ 85288
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Bullying and cyberbullying harm all youth involved including those who are bullied, those who bully
others, and bystanders who witness bullying. Negative impacts can include physical, psychological,
social, or educational harm, as well as increased risks of substance use, violence, and suicide.

Arizona School Administrators (ASA) is addressing impacts of bullying in its monthly newsletter. With bullying and
cyberbullying being significant and widespread issues in K-12 schools across the US, ASA  is sharing a link to
SchoolSafety.gov  and information for resources to create safer schools. 

Check out the ASA Newsletter for February. You will find valuable information, resources, and upcoming events.

Bullying  and Cyberbullying Information and Resources

Source: Arizona School Administrators

The Arizona Rural Schools Association (ARSA) brings educators together around their common needs applicable
to all effective rural schools. They believe that students living in rural parts of our state are as entitled to quality
education as those living in our largest metropolitan areas. Communities, particularly rural communities, display
the unique differentiators and diverse cultures of their residents, and each community school reflects its
diversity. 
 
In order to provide a wide array of helpful resources to its members and the education community,  ARSA has
created a page of links to sites around the country concerning topics of interest. Check it out at ARSA Educational
Resources.

List of Educational Resources

Source: Arizona Rural Schools Association

https://6eec.educdn.net/e/xzw0k/nqC8La?__$u__
https://app.smore.com/n/xzw0k
https://www.azruralschools.org/
https://www.azruralschools.org/
https://www.azruralschools.org/resources
https://www.azruralschools.org/resources

