
Verde Valley 
Superintendents    

10:00 am (unless shown)

  Mar 26 (VACTE)
Apr 23 (Camp Verde)     

May 21 (TBD)

Quad City Administrators    
1:00 pm @ 

YCESA Training Rm

  Mar 25    Apr 22     
May 20

When the voters approved Prop 123 in May 2016, they authorized the state to draw an additional $3.5 billion
over ten years from the State Land Trust Permanent Fund, with the funds earmarked for public K-12 education.
With the original 2016 initi-ative expired in 2025, legislative efforts continue to renew it for another decade.

Governor Hobbs has proposed a 10-year renewal projected to provide $257 million for general school funding,
$347 million for teacher pay, $118 million for support staff, and $39 million for safety. Senate Republicans are
focused on teacher pay. Though the Prop 123 placeholder proposal is moving, there is little consensus across
chambers, lawmakers, or stakeholders. 

Without a new, approved measure, funding for public education through the land trust will revert to lower pre-
2016 levels. This reduced funding will hit hard on districts’ budgets.
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Beginning with Dr. Seuss Day on March 2, Theodor Seuss Geisel’s birthday, it’s Read Across America Week.

For 2026, Read Across America's main theme is "Create & Celebrate a Nation of Diverse Readers," encouraging
books that reflect students' lives and offer new perspectives, with a specific March focus on "Champion
Kindness" to promote empathy through reading. 

Schools across the nation will have activities focused on reading to encourage children to develop a lifelong
love for reading. Arizona Superintendent of Instruction Tom Horne offers a greeting video to share in
classrooms. Find it available by clicking here. 

On February 20, 2026, the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) announced that counties across the country will receive
payments through the Secure Rural Schools (SRS) program for the first time in nearly two years. The SRS
program provides funding that supports critical local government services to counties with National Forest
System land. 

USFS will distribute $182 million in retroactive payments for FY 2024. According to the data at USFS 2024
County Disbursements, that will be about $1.99 million to Yavapai County for transportation, public safety, and
schools. 

USFS reports that it expects to release the FY 2025 payments in April, 2026.

USFS  Releases FY 2024  SRS Funds

Source: National  Association of Counties, 2/23/2026;  US Forest Service

Prop 123 Renewal Still Unclear

Source: K. Riley, AZCapitolTimes, 2/21/2026

It’s Read Across America Week!

Around the Horne is a podcast with State Supt. Tom
Horne in which he and guests explore compelling topics
about education. 

Each episode will look at a subject that matters to all
Arizonans, such as how to challenge students, do more
to help educators, take on important legal problems,
and more. 

Check the playlist at Around the Horne.

Source: AZ Department of Education

http://www.yavapaico.esa.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SxmMRfkhAWI
https://www.fs.usda.gov/payments/asr/2024/10-3-report-revised.html
https://www.fs.usda.gov/payments/asr/2024/10-3-report-revised.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFb1xFpLCPf4_VzOb3TfmcxbPPKfoxNf5


Rebecca Caulkins, an eighth grader from Heritage Middle School (Chino Valley USD), won the
80th annual Yavapai County Spelling Bee on February 7, 2026, at the Phillip England Performing
Arts Center in Camp Verde, marking her second consecutive county title. She successfully out-
spelled 24 other local champions from district, charter and private schools and from the home
school community to advance to the Arizona State Spelling Bee. 

Three outstanding spellers finished second, third and fourth respectively: Sierra Gagnon (6th
grade at Camp Verde Middle School), AnnaBelle Gray (7th grade at Bagdad Middle School), and
Miles Hall (6th grade at Granite Mountain Upper Elementary School in Prescott). Winners
received engraved plaques and checks totaling $750 that ranged from $300 to $100, based on
place in the bee. All students received medals for competing.

Source: J. Gerard, AZCapitolTimes, 2/14/2026

★

In the past few weeks, students and teachers have
walked out of school to protest the actions of
immigration authorities and the federal govern-
ment. Legislators and some state officials have
questioned if they should be using class time to
exercise their First Amendment rights. 

The Arizona State Board of Education had not
been contacted by any legislator regarding this
issue and pointed out that all decisions related to
student attendance and behavior are addressed
at the local level by the school or district. State
Supt. Horne stated that the students and teachers
have a right to peacefully protest, but not on
school time. 

Several court cases have been heard dealing with
student free speech. One often cited is Tinker v.
Des Moines, in which it was ruled that schools
may regulate conduct that materially interferes
with school operations, but it does not require
punishment when school officials determine that
student demonstrations serve legitimate educa-
tional and civic purposes. The court stated
students do not “shed their constitutional rights
to freedom of speech or expression at the
schoolhouse gate.” 

First Amendment experts said if legislators did
write such a law, it would have to be content-
neutral and narrowly tailored
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Many thanks to the Prescott Sunrise Lions Club for financial support for the event. 

Congratulations and best of luck to Rebecca as she moves forward to the Arizona Spelling Bee on March 21, 2026,  
in Phoenix.

Yavapai Spelling Champ is Rebecca Caulkins

Can Teachers and Students Protest
During School Hours?

Source: Audrey Isley, YCESA

PROTE
ST
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Yavapai County School Supt. Steve King has announced the appointment of Matt Chavez to the Mingus Union
High School Governing Board, filling the seat vacated by Ashley Koepnik.
.
Mr. Chavez is a firefighter with Verde Valley Fire District, an active community member and parent, and a long-
time resident of the district having attended Cottonwood Elementary  School, Cottonwood Middle School, and
Mingus Union High School. He is a strong supporter of public schools, and proudly stated “between the
afterschool programs, education, and consistency, public school saved me and my mother’s life.” 

King is confident Chavez will serve as a knowledgeable, dedicated, and competent board member.

Thank you, Matt, for committing this noble role.

New Governing Board Member for Mingus

The Yavapai County School Superintendent’s Office also announced that the current vacancies on the
Mountain Institute Career and Technology Education District (MICTED) Governing Board representing Seligman
USD and on the Governing Board of Seligman USD will remain unfilled through December, 2026 and will instead
be filled through the regular election process.

Considering the vacancy occurring close to the election filing period, it was determined that allowing the
positions to be filled by voters best supports transparency, continuity, and community participation.
Individuals inter-ested in serving are encouraged to seek the office through the election.

Please contact Audrey Isley at 928-442-5138 or at Audrey.Isley@Yavapaiaz.gov if you have any questions
regarding the election process.

MICTED-Seligman and
Seligman USD Board Seats

to be Held Open

Source: Audrey Isley, YCESA Elections

mailto:Audrey.Isley@Yavapaiaz.gov


Grants, competitions,
awards, and more!
Large, multi-year

projects for districts or
smaller enhancements
for classrooms ...we’ll
share what we find in
grant opportunities. 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES
The latest additions are highlighted in yellow on

the website. Here are just some NEW
opportunities 

Herren Project    After-Prom and Graduation Grants
$500 - $1,000 ea     Mar 24, 2026
To help cover costs of after-prom and after-graduation
parties that encourage healthy choices and inspire
substance-free fun.

KidSpark Education     STEM Grants
Amount Not specified     Open
Provides hands-on STEM education curriuculum, labs,
PD  to help students develop skills and mindsets that
enhance their academic and social-emotional
outcomes, and open doors to success in the 21st
century.
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Let’s celebrate another outstanding
Yavapai County student! Mingus Union
High School Senior Dawson Rice is the first
high school-aged Arizona legislative page in
the state’s history.

Rice has always loved the outdoors but has also always
been interested in politics and public speaking. He now
works in the Arizona State Senate chambers in Phoenix
twice a week. 

When he learned about the page program in the state
Senate as a freshman, he began practicing job interview
questions whenever he could, even in the shower.
Requirements are that a page must be at least 18 years
old. When Rice applied, interviewed, and was accepted,
he was only 17, the first student of that age to apply. He
turned 18 the next month before starting the position. Source: JournalAZ.com, 2/8/2026  

Mingus Student Shines!

School Connect AZ is seeking nominations for Champions of Educations Awards to recognize
students and educators on April 30th.

Nominations are due by March 20th. 

Click HERE for more information and to submit nominations.

Do you know  a student, teacher, principal, superintendent, school board member, or school
champion who has inspired you. Nominate them for a Champion of Education Award!

Source: School Connect AZ

Champions of Education Awards

The 2026 Alpha Alpha Chapter of Alpha Delta Kappa
Dawn Knight Memorial Scholarship for $1,500 is to be
awarded to a female college student pursuing a degree
in the field of education. 

Applicants must be from Yavapai County and have
completed their sophomore year in college. They must
be working towards a bachelor’s or master’s degree in
education. The award will be applied directly to the
student's account at their educational institution. 

2026 Dawn Knight Memorial
Scholarship for $1,500

Source: Alpha Delta Kappa

Staying the night with his grandparents in Phoenix
before his work days, Rice mainly assists in making
things go more smoothly--making sure TVs and
chamber laptops are working in the building, fixing
broken cords, making sure there’s enough coffee. His
assignments this session are the Natural Resource
Committee and the Republican Caucus. But Rice’s
favorite part is being on the senate floor, watching the
legislative process happen.

Along with football, hunting, fishing, kayaking and being
outdoors, Rice keeps up with his classes, sometimes
online. He plans to attend ASU in the fall and major in
public policy.

Dawson Rice is one of Yavapai County’s stars!

Information and the application form can be found at
Dawn Knight Memorial Scholarship.

All applications must be received no later than May 1,
2026. 

Questions may be directed to: 
     Jill Judah, Co-Scholarship Chair, 928.848.7441 (text
is ok), cougmt3@verizon.net 
     Sherry Baca, Co-President, 928.713.3684 (text is ok),
sherrybaca14@icloud.com 

https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
https://6eec.educdn.net/e/3mxsu/ucx_2m?__$u__
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/ApplicationForm-A%CE%94K-Scholarship-2026-Final-copy.pdf
mailto:cougmt3@verizon.net
mailto:sherrybaca14@icloud.com
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Students are increasingly concerned about the effect
AI has on their critical thinking skills, but superintend-
ents are much less concerned, according to a recent
RAND American Youth Panel study. 

RAND American Youth Panel researchers surveyed
students and district leaders about the extent to which
they agreed that using AI for schoolwork would harm
students’ critical thinking skills. 

Surprisingly, 67% of students agreed or strongly
agreed, while only 26% of superintendents agreed or
strongly agreed.

Click HERE for details.
Source: Arizona School Adminstrators March 2026 Newsletter; RAND.org

AI Effect on Critical
Thinking?

This year, eligible students have the opportunity to be considered for the
national John Jay Fetzer Memorial Scholarship, as well as five additional
$5,000 scholarships for Arizona students made possible through the
Deloitte Foundation Arizona Scholars Program. 

Both scholarships aim to honor Arizona students selected by the Sandra
Day O’Connor Institute for academic achievement, leadership, strong civic
knowledge, and excellence in respectful debate.

Get the Details!
Source: Sandra Day O’Connor Institute

https://6eec.educdn.net/e/3mxsu/W4G0aU?__$u__
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foconnorinstitute.org%2Fjohn-jay-fetzer-memorial-scholarship%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cwberk%40deloitte.com%7C3750ebdcaf1e44c1268008de5825a285%7C36da45f1dd2c4d1faf135abe46b99921%7C0%7C0%7C639045116614976670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cMy0opqrm75j6bpZurMr51dep4LQXUfud%2FywnOJbXKw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foconnorinstitute.org%2Fdeloitte-foundation-arizona-scholars-overview%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cwberk%40deloitte.com%7C3750ebdcaf1e44c1268008de5825a285%7C36da45f1dd2c4d1faf135abe46b99921%7C0%7C0%7C639045116614995786%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KBCqZUieLN9CnvFnqFAVlhiu8zAuPeWjpHQzUFOCs3Q%3D&reserved=0
https://oconnorinstitute.org/ambassadors/

