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According to the Arizona Auditor General's February 2026 report, Arizona school district spending reached $13.4
billion in FY 2025, but the statewide instructional spending percentage dropped for the third consecutive year to
52.1%. 

While total spending increased by $300 million due to nonoperational and capital costs, teacher salaries
increased only about 1% with the state average being $65,613. Ninety-five districts saw average teacher salary
declines. Despite overall funding increases, the average teacher salary increased only slightly (about 1% to
$65,613 in FY 2025), with many districts experiencing decreases.

Districts continued to see declining student enrollment. Spending in non-instructional areas, such as plant
operations (potentially due to higher utility costs), had increased.

The average Instruction spending for FY 2025 in Yavapai County districts was 53.19% and average teacher salary
was $64,375.

 Report on FY 2025 School Spending

Source: AZ Auditor General; AZ Capitol Times

Jul 1 - 2    YCESA Substitute Teacher Training,
YCESA Training Rm, 8 am-4 pm

★AASA (Arizona’s Academic Standards Assessment)
Statewide Assessment for ELA and Math, Grades 3-8 is
currently going on in Yavapai County schools, and
across the state. 

AzSCI (Statewide Assessment for Science) Grades 5, 8,
and 11th grades are also on the schedule.

It’s Testing Time!

Arizona has been awarded an $8.4 million one-year federal grant aimed at improving early literacy and helping
reverse declining reading scores across the state. The preschool development grant aims to strengthen educator
training, expand family literacy hubs, and improve school readiness statewide.

Read On Arizona, the state's early literacy initiative, announced that Arizona is one of 23 states selected to receive
funding through the federal Preschool Development Grant Birth Through Five (PDG B-5) Systems-Building Grant.
The grant is administered by the Office of Early Childhood Development at the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, and the project runs through Dec. 30, 2026.

Early education is considered a key strategy in the Arizona Literacy Plan 2030, which targets getting all students
reading at grade level by third grade. Arizona leaders state that high-quality early education helps build the
language and early literacy skills children need to learn to read.

Source: N. Graf, 12News.com, 3/23/2026

Federal Grant for Early Literacy Awarded to AZ

http://www.yavapaico.esa.gov/
https://www.azauditor.gov/arizona-school-district-spending-analysis-and-data-file-fiscal-year-2025


Want better student readers? Here's how to do it | Opinion  
Steve King and Jacqui Clay For The Republic March 16, 2026

   
The state's Literacy Plan 2030 is a great way to help improve reading scores, but those teaching it need the right
tools and support to make it work.

Earlier this year, the Arizona State Board of Education took action to advance the priorities outlined in Arizona’s
Literacy Plan 2030, which is a strategic initiative grounded in evidence-based instruction and structured literacy
to boost Arizona’s lagging third grade reading scores. This commitment to improve early literacy, which emulates
successful models from across the country, is now moving from vision to implementation across our state.

For example, in Yavapai County, we are moving forward with a focused effort rooted in helping kids get the basics
they need to become proficient readers, supporting teachers as they strengthen foundational instruction in their
classrooms. In Cochise County and throughout rural Arizona, educators are working to align instruction with the
goals of Literacy Plan 2030 to promote consistency and quality in early literacy practices. These efforts reflect a
shared understanding based on what research shows to be the most effective.

As this work continues, one lesson is clear. Student outcomes improve when teachers are supported with
comprehensive training and coaching on the most effective approaches to reading instruction. Curriculum,
standards, and assessments will not be enough – we also need professional development, like classroom
mentoring, combined with literacy-specific coaching.

High-quality, job-embedded literacy coaching supports teachers as they translate evidence-based strategies into
daily classroom practice. Coaches work alongside educators to refine instruction, examine student progress and
build confidence in structured literacy approaches. In rural communities where geography can make access to
professional learning more challenging, this kind of practical, classroom-centered support often represents
students’ best shot to achieve proficiency. A deeper dive into almost any study on literacy coaching shows such
overwhelming positive results that an investment in this program is simply common sense – not to mention the
broad support strengthening early reading outcomes for Arizona students has across state.
We hope to see state leaders share our collective focus on improving literacy outcomes and understand that
curriculum and training is only part of the solution. By investing in proven strategies like literacy coaching that
gives educators the support they need, Arizona can continue moving forward toward our shared goal of ensuring
that every child can read proficiently by the end of third grade, a moral imperative and one of the most important
responsibilities we share as educators, policymakers, and community leaders.

As our state continues advancing Arizona Literacy Plan 2030, we believe that a targeted investment in this vision,
through literacy coaching, will help accelerate the progress we are seeing in the schools in our districts. This
funding would focus on strengthening classroom instruction and supporting teachers, rather than creating new
mandates. Too often educators across the state, especially in rural communities, do not have access to the tools
and support they need to sustain progress. Literacy is too critical for us not to speak up about the necessity of
funding stability.

Jacqui Clay is the superintendent of schools in Cochise County. Steve King is the Yavapai County superintendent
of schools.
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Source: The Arizona Republic, 3/16/2026 

Yavapai County School Superintendent Steve King has
announced the appointment of Megan Fain to the
Bagdad Unified School Governing Board. Due to a family
emergency, this appointment was held and finalized after
the typical March 1 cutoff for appointments during an
election year.  Ms. Fain fills the seat vacated by Board
President Holli Diehl. 

Supt King states that Ms. Fain is a well-regarded and
invested member of the community whose family is
actively involved in school events and activities. She has
a strong connection to the district and brings both a
personal commitment to local schools and a thoughtful
perspective to the role. King is confident she will serve as
a dedicated, capable, and community-minded governing
board member.

Congratulations to Megan and Bagdad USD!

New Board Member for Bagdad USD

Source: Audrey Isley, YCESA Elections 

The 2026 Alpha Alpha Chapter of Alpha Delta Kappa
Dawn Knight Memorial Scholarship  is for $1,500 to
assist a female college student pursuing a degree in
the field of education. 

Applicants must be from Yavapai County and have
completed their sophomore year in college and
seeking a bachelor’s or master’s degree in education. 

Information and the application form can be found at
Dawn Knight Memorial Scholarship. 

Application deadline is May 1, 2026. 

Direct questions to Jill Judah,  928.848.7441,
cougmt3@verizon.net  or  Sherry Baca, 928.713.3684,
sherrybaca14@icloud.com .

2026 Dawn Knight Memorial
Scholarship for $1,500

Source: Alpha Delta Kappa

REMINDER

https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/ApplicationForm-A%CE%94K-Scholarship-2026-Final-copy.pdf
mailto:cougmt3@verizon.net
mailto:sherrybaca14@icloud.com
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Competing ballot measures propose reforms to the Empowerment Scholarship Account (ESA) program. While the
two proposals agree on some broad policy points, they differ in their approaches to eligibility and operation. 

The Arizona Education Association and Save Our Schools Arizona introduced the Protect Education Act. Key
provisions include a $150,000 income cap, fingerprint cards for tutors, private school teachers and service
providers, mandated testing or accreditation for ESA-funded schools, bans on purchasing noneducational and
luxury items, and a provision directing 90% of unspent ESA funds to public schools. 

A new political action committee, Fortify AZ, filed a second ballot measure aiming at ESA reform. Backed by a
national school choice advocacy group, the American Federation for Children, this proposal is the Arizona
Empowerment Scholarship Accounts Reform and Accountability Act. It aligns with some provisions in the Protect
Education Act like requiring fingerprint clearance cards for education service providers and an “approved
examination” for students in private and home schools and alternative education settings. It also  prohibits the
purchase of noneducational and luxury items. This ballot measure permanently bans those who defraud the
program, requires a quarterly report on vendor payments, and directs disqualifications and recovered funds to
the attorney general.

It is expected that a sect of ESA parents stands ready to oppose any effort to regulate the program. AZ Loves ESA,
the political action committee originally formed to oppose the Protect Education Act, plans to grow its network to
oppose both efforts

Battling ESA Reform Ballot Measures

Source: K. Kiley, AZ Capitol Times, 3/20/2026

The next Governing Board elections are to be held on
Nov. 3, 2026. The Yavapai County Education Service
Agency oversees these elections for county school
districts and Yavapai College.

It’s now time for candidates to start the process by
filing a Candidate Statement of Interest. This form
must be completed before collecting any petition
signatures.

Nomination Paper and Nomination Petitions are filed
together during the filing period between June 8,
2026 through July 6, 2026.

For complete information about becoming a
candidate, check out the YCESA website:

Open Board Seats
Election Timeline
Candidate Handbook
Candidate Statement of Interest

 
Contact Audrey Isley, YCESA Elections, at
Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov or 928.442.5138 for
additional information. 

County Governing Board
Elections Are Coming

https://yavapaicoesa.gov/election-services/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Open-Seats.pdf
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-Board-Election-Timeline.pdf
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-Gov-Board-Candidate-Handbook.pdf
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Candidate-Statement-of-Interest-Fillable.pdf
mailto:Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov
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The Arizona Rural Schools Association is pleased to continue
its tradition of honoring educators that are making an impact
on their rural communities.

Rural teachers can be nominated by a community member,
student, co-worker, school or district administrator, or county
leader through an online nomination form. 

Budget talks over Proposition 123 have Gov. Katie Hobbs and Republican legislative leaders butting heads. The
governor’s office has asked the Republican lawmakers to produce a budget proposal that includes the renewal of
the education funding mechanism known as Prop 123. It appears that the legislators are choosing to hold funding
for Arizona’s public schools hostage in budget negotiations. They  have until June 30th to settle on a budget, but
this is an election year with several lawmakers up for re-election and facing competitive primaries. 

Arizona voters approved Prop 123 by a near 51% margin in 2016. It’s renewal has often been included in
negotiations to protect the Empowerment Scholarship Accounts Program. Some legislators have stated that
including Prop 123 funding in the budget will give the governor a “win” to use in her re-election campaign. 

Prop 123 Renewal Remains Budget Conflict

Source: J. Thorington, AZCapitolTimes, 3/27/2026

Nominate Your 
Favorite Rural Teacher

To be considered for the award and continue on with the Teacher of the Year (TOY) process, the candidate must
meet the following eligibility requirements:

Full time certified teacher working in a rural school in Arizona. These schools must be a state-accredited or a
Bureau of Indian Education rural institution.
Teacher of Record in any content area for grades Preschool through 12th Grade.
Minimum of three years of completed teaching experience in a rural school setting.
Under contract with a rural school district for the 2026-2027 school year.

All teacher candidates that meet the qualifications will be sent an online application that must be completed and
submitted once nominated to be considered for one of the Ten Finalists. Teachers that receive multiple
nominations will fill out a single application. To be considered for the ARSA Rural Teacher of the Year for 2026,
the application must be completed by April 14, 2026.

If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Greg Wyman, ARSA Executive Director, at
execdir@azruralschools.org.

Source: ARSA

mailto:execdir@azruralschools.org


Grants, competitions,
awards, and more!
Large, multi-year

projects for districts or
smaller enhancements
for classrooms ...we’ll
share what we find in
grant opportunities. 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES
The latest additions are highlighted in yellow on

the website. Here are just some NEW
opportunities 
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National Girls Collaborative Project     Mini-grants
Up to $1,000 ea    Awarded year round
Supports girl-serving programs focused on STEM to
address gaps and overlaps in service and share
exemplary practices. 

Hungry for Music     Request an Instrument  
Individual music instruments   LOI and deadlines
To provide music instruments to students who
cannot participate because of lack of funding, music
directors at innovative after-school music programs,
and social workers who have young clients who
would benefit from music therapy. 

https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
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The Yavapai College Center for Learning and
Innovation’s (CLI) First Friday Professional
Development Workshop was on learning to teach
with AI. It was held on April 3, but will have an on-
demand video posted soon. 

Non-tech-savvy learner? No problem! The
workshop introduces you to the AI tool from
Google that can support your lessons
development and more.

Save the date...June 2 and June 3

CLI Executive Director Robyn Bryce is working on
setting up a Notebook LM professional learning
session to complement the AI sessions already
scheduled for June 2 and June 3.

AI Training  from Yavapai College 

Source: R. Bryce, YC CLI
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