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The Yavapai County Education Service Agency manages these elections with Audrey Isley serving as Elections
Coordinator. Election information can be found at YCESA Election Services, including links to Board Member
Qualifications, Open Board Seats, Candidate Statement of Interest, Candidate Election Timeline, Bond/Override
Election Timeline, and Campaign Finance Forms and Report. 

Governing Board Nomination Petitions and Nomination Paper for the general election on November 3, 2026, must be
filed with the County School Superintendent’s Office beginning June 8, 2026, and ending July 6, 2026. The complete
election checklist and timelines are at YCESA Election Checklist and Timeline.

During the established candidate filing period, a candidate must file the following original documents with the
County School Superintendent's Office for his/her name to appear on the ballot: Nomination Paper/Declaration of
Qualification; Nomination Petition (signatures may ONLY be collected AFTER filing a Statement of Interest); and 
Candidate Release of Data.

Contact Audrey Isley at 928.442.5138 or Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov with questions.

Governing Board, Budget Overrides, Bond Elections Begin
It’s election time for education with 62 Governing Board seats countywide. These include 2- and
4-year positions for school districts and 6-year seats for Districts 4 and 5 of Yavapai College. The
November 3rd  ballot will also include school district budget overrides and capital improvement
bonds for districts across Yavapai County.

Source: Audrey Isley, YCESA Elections

The majority of Arizona’s lawmakers have ties to education, yet the state still struggles to find education solutions
that work for everyone. Collectively, 47 lawmakers have experience in the education field, the Arizona Capitol Times
found. 

Some are current or former K-12 teachers, others have served or currently serve on school district governing
boards, and others still teach or have formerly taught at colleges. Even more have served on education found-
ations, hold education degrees, have an immediate family member who is an educator or have done education-
related work at some point in their career. 

The party representation among legislators who fit one or more of these categories is an almost-even split, with 26
Democrats and 23 Republicans having some tie to education. 

Approximately 52% of total state lawmakers have some form of education experience they are bringing into the
Legislature, yet despite that fact, Arizona still ranks 49th in the nation in per-pupil spending. The state currently
sits at $11,987 per student, according to a National Education Association report, with the national average being
$17,250. Arizona also has the highest student-to-teacher ratio of any state, the report found.

All of that means Arizona’s classrooms are both underfunded and overcrowded when compared to the national
average. Source: J. Gerard, AZ Capitol Times, 5/22/26

Educator-Legislator Connections Still Not Enough to 
Improve Education Budget 

https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Foundations-of-Reading-Test-Prep-Summer-Sessions-2026.pdf
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Dan-Mulligan-PHS.pdf
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/K5-Phonics-Instruction-Flyer.png
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/K5-Phonics-Instruction-Flyer.png
http://www.yavapaico.esa.gov/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/election-services/
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-Board-Election-Timeline.pdf
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Nomination-Paper-Declaration-of-Qualification.pdf
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Nomination-Paper-Declaration-of-Qualification.pdf
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Nomination-Petition-Nonpartisan.pdf
https://yavapaicoesa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Release-of-Candidate-Data.pdf
mailto:Audrey.Isley@yavapaiaz.gov
https://www.nea.org/resource-library/educator-pay-and-student-spending-how-does-your-state-rank/teacher
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County Supt. Steve King shares Yavapai County’s
appreciation and gratitude to the Kiwanis Club of
Carefree for honoring seven Yavapai County high school
seniors with scholarships. 

The Kiwanis Club of Carefree annually celebrates
student achievement. They now include the talents and
needs of students in rural regions and extend their
generosity to outstanding graduating seniors in these
areas. 

Toby Payne, Yavapai College District 3 Governing Board
member, worked diligently as past president of the
Carefree Kiwanis to build that scholarship program and
establish a steady funding source. With his relocation to
Yavapai County, Payne continues to support education
by sharing this program with county students.

Ten percent of the $550,000 Kiwanis scholarship fund
was awarded to nine rural Arizona students, seven being
from Yavapai.

The Yavapai students who were awarded with these
scholarships are: Steyson Carrillo (NAU Architecture);
Haley Masterson (Yavapai College Secondary English
Education); Rory Murphy (NAU Business); Lydia
Rodriguez (Yavapai College Business); Kenlee Shanks
(Yavapai College Elementary Education); August Shea
(Yavapai College Welding); and Jacob Vigueria (Yavapai
College Nursing).

Thank you to the Kiwanis Club of Carefree and Yavapai
College’s Toby Payne. Congratulations to these out-
standing students honored by the group’s commitment
to community and our next generation.

Source: Kiwanis Club of Carefree; Supt. Steve King

Honors for Yavapai
County Students

Yavapai County Substitute Consolidation is a
partnership between the Yavapai County Education
Service Agency and Educational Services, Inc., to
support the countywide recruitment, training, hiring
and management of top-tier substitute teachers for
classrooms.

The teachers become employees of ESI, Inc., who
handle their pay and benefits. The YCESA places the
teachers in the Yavapai County classrooms as
needed.

Among the benefits of this service are:
Talent is shared among multiple districts,
providing a larger pool of teachers to reduce or
eliminate times when a substitute cannot be
found.
Employment opportunities increase for qualified
professionals with a passion to teach.
Substitute teachers are better trained resulting in
better instruction. They receive free, online
professional development opportunities and a
face-to-face training for general classroom
processes and procedures.

YCESA provides free substitute training for those
who wish to join the program. Announcement for
upcoming training above. 

See more at YCESA Substitute Consolidation. ESI
welcomes you to contact their employee support
team if you have any questions on how to join the
Substitute Consolidation at ESI Support 
support@esiaz.us,  480.719.3271.

Substitute Consolidation Program
Provides Classroom Subs

Source: YCESA

https://yavapaicoesa.gov/teachers-and-administrators/substitute-consolidation/
mailto:support@esiaz.us


Counties Work to
Secure PILT/SRS Funds
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The National Association of Counties (NACo) reports
county leaders from across the country will travel to
Washington, D.C. to participate in NACo's annual PILT
Fly-In, where they will meet with federal agencies and
congressional offices to advocate for full funding of
Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PILT)  and the reauthor-
ization of the Secure Rural Schools (SRS) program. 

Through a series of meetings and discussions,
members will elevate county priorities and share on-
the-ground impacts to help inform federal decision-
making on public lands funding.

The continued work to secure permanent funding
through this program is vital to counties like Yavapai
to keep support for schools, roads, and municipal
services.

The U.S. Census Bureau recently released its latest
annual Public Education Finance Data report. 

For FY 24, Arizona ranked 49th in school spending, at
68.1% of the U.S .average. Arizona continues to
spend the least per pupil on administrative costs, at
57.6% of the U.S. average.

Click HERE to see the Elementary - Secondary Public
School Finance data.

Source: NACo Policy Insider, 6/1/26

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) released a new advisory on children’s screen
use. The HHS report is technically an advisory that
makes recommendations but stops short of having
legal impact. 

Warning on the Harms of Screen Use is a toolkit
intended to guide decision making and has a focus on
specific aspects of excessive/unstructured screen
time, especially social media, entertainment content,
and cellphone use.

AZ School Spending 
Data and Rankings

Source:  AZ School Administrators, June News

Surgeon General Issues 
Advisory on ScreenTime

Source:  AZ School Administrators, June News

https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2024/econ/school-finances/secondary-education-finance.html
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/us-surgeon-generals-advisory-warning-on-the-harms-of-screen-use.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/us-surgeon-generals-advisory-warning-on-the-harms-of-screen-use.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/us-surgeon-generals-advisory-warning-on-the-harms-of-screen-use.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/us-surgeon-generals-advisory-warning-on-the-harms-of-screen-use.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/us-surgeon-generals-advisory-warning-on-the-harms-of-screen-use.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/us-surgeon-generals-advisory-warning-on-the-harms-of-screen-use.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/us-surgeon-generals-advisory-warning-on-the-harms-of-screen-use.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/us-surgeon-generals-advisory-warning-on-the-harms-of-screen-use.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/us-surgeon-generals-advisory-warning-on-the-harms-of-screen-use.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/us-surgeon-generals-advisory-warning-on-the-harms-of-screen-use.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/us-surgeon-generals-advisory-warning-on-the-harms-of-screen-use.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/us-surgeon-generals-advisory-warning-on-the-harms-of-screen-use.pdf


Grants, competitions,
awards, and more! Large,

multi-year projects for
districts or smaller
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classrooms ...we’ll share
what we find in grant

opportunities. 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

The latest additions are highlighted in yellow on
the website. Here are just some NEW opportunities 
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APS     Supply My Classroom
$500 gift card for supplies ea     Summer of 2026
Qualifying teachers are given a chance to win a $500
Prepaid Card that could be used towards supplies for
their classrooms.

Project Lead The Way (PLTW)  Computer Science Grant
$14,000 (distributed over 3 yrs)   Jun 19, 2026
Available to schools interested in adding PLTW Computer
Science program for the first time in 2026-2027.

Shipt     Seed Grants
Up to $10,000 ea        Jun 12, 2026
Food programs in early design phase, one-year grant
provides the essential capital needed to move a Mobile
Market, Teaching Farm, or Food Hub from concept to
reality.

https://yavapaicoesa.gov/support-services/grant-opportunities/
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